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Desk and Derrick Club of  

Happy New Year Everyone! 

 May this new year bring you prosperity,      
success, and continued growth in all of your     

endeavors. Here’s to new opportunities,         
collaborations, and celebration within the           

oil and gas industry. 

Cheers to 2025! 
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Club Purpose 

Club Motto 

The Purpose of the club shall be to promote the educational and          

professional development of individuals employed in or affiliated 

with the petroleum, energy and allied industries, and to educate the 

general public about these industries. 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service  
Official Colors 

Black and Gold 

Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Cobra Oil & 

Gas Corp. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Cobra Oil & Gas Corp. 

2201 Kell Blvd. 

Wichita Falls, Texas 

940-716-5100 

President: Tracy Flynn 

Vice President: Diana Walker 

Secretary: Sheila McGaughey 

Treasurer: Lauren Martin 

1 Year Director: Debbie Hicks 

2 Year Director: Katie Curl 

Immediate Past President: Rena Shaffer 

Parliamentarian: Doris Sterling 

2025 Board of Directors 

     From the Editors: 
Happy New Year Everyone!  We hope that 2025 will be everything you want it to be—full 
of blessings and good health. Beginning a new year is when we usually set our resolutions 
for the coming year. My pastor said that we should set rhythms instead. Change doesn’t 
have to mean big swings and tough sacrifices. Resolutions are commitments that we usually 
fail.  With a resolution you get one shot to get it right, but with a rhythm you are focused on 
creating a new pattern that will build over time. Resolutions are unforgiving. But a rhythm 
feels different. Developing a new rhythm gives grace for growth. By focusing on rhythms, 
not resolutions, we can achieve our big goals. LIFE is like a dance, just find your own unique 
rhythm. What rhythms do you want to build in your life this year? 

In this issue you will find: 

- A great article on our Christmas Party written by Tracy Young. Vickie Young showed us 
“how sweet it is” to be a Board Member. 

- We have a new segment this year...Life. It takes Energy. Our feature story for this month is 
the Apollo 11 space mission to the moon. One of John F. Kennedy’s dreams was to win the 
space race with Russia. This was accomplished on July 20, 1969 with the Apollo 11 space 
flight. Kennedy did not get to see his dream come true, but millions of Americans watched 
it live on TV.  Discover how the oil and gas industry helped contribute to this space 
endeavor.  

- We also have a new segment called  Spotlighting: Notable Industry Figures.  Be sure to 
check it out. 

Here’s to a year filled with new adventures, new friendships,  and new memories. May we 
embrace every moment and cherish all that life brings our way. Cheers to a happy and 
prosperous New Year and Good Luck on those new rhythms! 

  Editors: Sheila and Ashley     

    

 

If you have anything that you 

would like to see in this  

bulletin, please let us know. 

We would love to have your 

input or an article or two 

from you! 
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President Tracy 
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President Tracy 
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Central Region 

Nichole Harney 



P A G E   6  

 

ADDC President 

Kathy Martin 
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Program page 
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2025  membership renewal 
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Program page 
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Introducing the 2025 Board of Directors 

L to R:  Doris Sterling—Parliamentarian; Rena Shaffer—Immediate 

Past President; Katie Curl—Two Year Director; Debbie Hicks—One 

Year Director; Sheila McGaughey—Secretary; Diana Walker—Vice 

President and Tracy Flynn—2025 President.                                  

Not pictured: Lauren Martin—Treasurer. 
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Christmas Party 

December 18, 2024 
Vickie Young, Speaker 

Installation of Officers 

“How Sweet It Is” 

Vickie Young—Speaker and Rena Shaffer Ron and Barbara Pappas;  and  Susan Ellis—       

Guest and Former Member 

Cecil Duke and his 

wife, Tina 

Nelva White and her Beautiful Daughters 

Doris Sterling and Rena Shaffer 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 What if we lived in a world without                    

oil and natural gas? 

 

Life.  It takes Energy. 

One Small Step for Man, 

One Giant Leap for  

Mankind                     

(and Don’t Forget the  

Oil and Gas Industry) 

It all began with one man’s vision and 

a “space race” with Russia to be the first to successfully land on the moon. 

 

President John F. Kennedy delivered his famous speech on May 25, 1961, at Rice University in         

Houston, Texas, where he outlined the United States’ goal of landing a man on the Moon and         

returning him safely to Earth before the end of the decade. His words were both inspirational and a 

call to action for the 40,000 people in attendance and the nation. Here are some key excerpts from his 

“We Choose to Go the Moon” speech; 

“I believe that this nation should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this decade is out, of landing a 

man on the Moon and returning him safely to the Earth. 

We choose to go to the Moon in this decade and do the other things, not because they are easy, but because 

they are hard,  because that goal will serve to organize and measure the best of our energies and skills,       

because that challenge is one that we are  willing to accept, one we are unwilling to postpone, and one which 

we intend to win. 

The exploration of space will go on, whether we join in it or not, and it is one of the great adventures of all 

time. It is the new frontier of the 1960s, and we are determined to be part of it.” 

Kennedy’s speech was pivotal in earning public support for the Apollo program and establishing   a 

sense of urgency and ambition in America’s space endeavors.  
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 What if we lived in a world without                    

oil and natural gas? 

 

Life.  It takes Energy. 

Apollo 11 

On July 20, 1969 Commander Neil A. Armstrong Lunar Module Pilot 

and Edwin “Buzz”  Aldrin, Jr. landed the Apollo Lunar Module Eagle 

on the Moon. Along with Command Pilot Michael Collins, who flew the 

Apollo 11 command module Columbia around the Moon. Armstrong 

became the first person to step onto the Moon’s surface. Armstrong’s 

first step onto the lunar surface was broadcast on live TV to a world-

wide audience. His famous words were “one small step for man, one  

giant leap for mankind.”  

Although Kennedy did not live to see the moon landing, the United 

States achieved his goal when we heard those famous words  “the     

Eagle has Landed”.   Apollo 11, the historic mission that landed the 

first humans on the Moon in July 1969, utilized a variety of materials 

and technologies  derived from petroleum and its byproducts. Here are 

some key petroleum products that played a role in the mission: 

Rocket Fuels— The Saturn V rocket, which launched Apollo 11, used a combination of kerosene and 

liquid oxygen, in its first stage. 

Lubricants—Various lubricants, derived from petroleum, 

were used in the engines, mechanical systems, and other 

components of the spacecraft to ensure smooth operation 

and reduce wear and tear. 

Thermal Protection Materials— Some thermal protection 

systems, including ablative (melting or evaporation)       

materials used to shield the spacecraft during re-entry, 

could incorporate petroleum-based components. 

Plastics and Composites— Many materials used in the 

spacecraft, including insulation in wiring, and structural 

components, were made from synthetic polymers and com-

posites derived from petrochemicals. 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 
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Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 
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2024 Board of Directors 

 

 

 

 

 What if we lived in a world without                    

oil and natural gas? 

 

Life.  It takes Energy. 

Adhesives and Sealants— The construction of the spacecraft involved various adhesives and sealants, 

many of which were petroleum-based. 

Hydraulic-Fluids—The lunar module and other spacecraft systems used hydraulic fluids, some of      

which were derived from petroleum products. 

Fuel Cells—The Apollo lunar module used fuel cells for electrical power, and while the primary     

components were not directly petroleum-based, some of the materials used in their  construction and 

operation may have included petroleum derivatives. 

The Saturn V rocket that launched Apollo 11 used the following of amount of fuel: 

Kerosene: 203,400 gallons 

Liquid oxygen: 318,000 gallons 

Liquid hydrogen: 202,851 lbs. 

Petroleum and its       

byproducts played a   

crucial role in the        

development and         

operation of the Apollo 

11 mission, contributing 

to the performance,   

safety, and reliability of 

the spacecraft and       

systems involved in this 

landmark achievement 

in space exploration. 

 

Submitted by:            

Sheila McGaughey 

 

Source: Wikipedia and internet searches 
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 What if we lived in a world without                    

oil and natural gas? 

 

Life.  It takes Energy. 
 

Facts You Didn’t Know 

About Apollo 11 

1. No Small Step—Neil Armstrong’s “one small step for man” wasn’t 

small at all. He had to drop about 3 1/2 feet from the foot of the  

Eagle’s ladder to the surface.. 

2. Door Ajar—They could have been locked out. When lunar module 

Pilot Buzz Aldrin joined Armstrong on the Moon’s surface, he had to make sure not to fully close the Eagle’s hatch       

because the cabin would start repressurizing, making it difficult to re-enter. 

3. Left Behind—Between 1969 and 1972, astronauts left behind more than footprints—mostly things to help save weight 

for takeoff. Things like rovers, descent and ascent stages, astronaut boots, and a gold replica of an olive branch.  

4. A Special Flag—The American Flag planted on the Moon by the Apollo 11 crew was likely purchased at a Houston Sears 

store by a NASA secretary. 

5. The Mission Continues—In 2019, 50 years after the famed landing, six teams of scientists began to examine one of three 

caches of lunar regolith from Apollo missions that have been stored at NASA’s Johnson Space Center since 1972. The last 

pristine Apollo sample was opened for investigation in 2022.   

6. Ain’t No Fake—In 2015, University of Oxford physicist David Robert Grimes, PhD., developed a mathematical model   

determining that if the U.S. Moon landings were faked by the Government, an estimated 411,000 people would have 

been in on the hoax, and at least one person would have leaked the conspiracy within 3 years and 8 months. 

7. Rocket Goes Boom—The Saturn V Rocket that launched Apollo 11 burned through 203,400 gallons of kerosene fuel and 

another 318,000 gallons of liquid oxygen to lift the spacecraft just 38 miles into the sky. 

8. A Big Explosion—If  the Saturn V Rocket had exploded, it would have created a fireball in excess of 2,500 degrees Fahren-

heit. 

9. Just  In Case—President Richard Nixon’s speechwriter drafted a just-in-case address, July 18, 1969. “IN EVENT OF MOON 

DISASTER: Fate has ordained that the men who went to the Moon to explore in peace will stay on the moon to rest in 

peace. These brave men, Neil Armstrong and Edwin Aldrin, know that there is no hope for  their recovery. But they also 

know that there is hope for mankind in their sacrifice. 

10. An Insurance Problem—The mission was so dangerous, the astronauts couldn't get life insurance. So they each auto-

graphed hundreds of philatelic “covers”, envelopes their friends had postmarked on July 20, 1969, which they knew their 

families could sell to collectors to fund their kids’ college educations if they did not return.    

Source: Popular Mechanics Editors —July 15, 2024 
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SPOTLIGHTING 
 

     NOTABLE INDUSTRY FIGURES 

“RED ADAIR” 
 His full name was Paul Neal Adair, but the world knew him simply as “Red” Adair.  

 Born to a decidedly not-well-to-do family in Houston on June 18, 1915, Adair worked in a drugstore 

and later as a railway man before World War II, when near the end of the conflict he learned ordnance      

disposal. After the war, he went to work for Myron Kinley, who specialized in dousing oil well fires. In 1959 

he started his own company, and until he sold it in 1993, was involved in putting out more than 2,000 oil and 

gas well fires, on land and offshore. 

 Adair gained an international reputation in 1962 when his company contained a giant gas well fire in 

Algeria nicknamed the Devil’s Cigarette Lighter. Flames shot into the air as high as a 45-story building until 

Adair and his men extinguished it with an explosion that depleted the oxygen around the fire. 

 In 1968, John Wayne played Adair in Hellfighters, a movie inspired by the Houstonian's success in  

defeating the spectacular Algerian fire.  

 Adair continued to battle big blazes throughout the 1970s, 80s, and early 90s. In 1984 his company 

put out a huge offshore fire on a rig off Rio de Janeiro. Four years later Adair oversaw the squelching of a  

giant fire on the Occidental Petroleum Company’s Piper Alpha oil rig in the North Sea. The famed firefighter’s 

last big job came in 1991, when his company took on some of the oil well fires set in Kuwait by the Iraqi    

military near the end of Operation Desert Storm. 

 Two years later, Adair sold his company and retired.  The 89-year old  legend died in 2004. 

 

Source: Texas Petroleum—The Unconventional History 

By Mike Cox 

A publication of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers 
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Thank You! 
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BROOKE LUXTON 
1/12 

VICKIE YOUNG 

1/24 

to former member 

 Susan Ellis 
for 20 years at Willowbend Oil & Gas 

 
May you be proud of the work you have done, the person 

you are, AND the difference you have made! 
 

Congratulations on your next adventure! 
 

Happy Retirement! 
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Want to know more ‘bout the  

Association of Desk an d Derrick Clubs? 

     

WELL, HAVE I 
GOT A 

SITE 
FOR YOU! 

 ADDC Board of Directors  

 Monthly Letters and Club Bulletins 

 Member Directory 

 Upcoming Events 

 ADDC Job Board 

 Education and Scholarships 

www.addc.org—Check it out!! 

New Year Facts & Traditions 

1. Ancient Beginnings:  The earliest recorded New Year’s celebration dates back to 

around 2000 BC in ancient Mesopotamia, where the new year was celebrated during 

the vernal equinox in March. 

2. Gregorian Calendar: Most of the world celebrates New Year on January 1st due to the 

adoption of the Gregorian calendar, introduced b Pope Gregory XIII in 1582. 

3. New Year’s Resolutions: The tradition of making New Year’s resolution dates back to 

the  Babylonians, who reportedly made promises to their gods to return borrowed 

items and pay their debts. 

4. Fireworks:  The use of fireworks to celebrate the New Year can be traced back to   

ancient China, where they were believed to ward off evil spirits and bring good luck 

for the year ahead. 

5. Ball Drop in Times Square: The famous ball drop in New Yor City’s Times Square has 

been a tradition since 1907. The original ball was made of iron and wood and 

weighed 700 pounds! 

6. Global Celebrations: Different cultures have unique ways of celebrating the New 

Year. For example, in Spain, it is customary to eat 12 grapes at midnight—one for 

each stroke of the clock—to bring good luck. 

7. New Year’s Day Parade: The Rose Parade in Pasadena, California is one of the most 

famous New Year’s Day parades in the world, featuring beautifully decorated floats 

made from flowers. 

8.  New Year’s Kiss: The tradition of kissing someone at midnight is believed to come 

from ancient European customs, where a kiss was thought to strengthen bonds and 

ensure good fortune in relationships for the coming year. 
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EV’s on the Moon?? 

The Apollo Lunar Roving Vehicle is a battery electric vehicle designed to          

operate in the low-gravity vacuum of the Moon and to be capable of             

traversing the lunar  surface, allowing the Apollo astronauts to extend the  

range of their surface  extravehicular activities.   

Three LRVs remain parked on the Moon. 

 

NO duties and NO responsibilities                            
- just the opportunity to show up and learn 

more about the club. 

Just let us know! 

Do you want to 
learn more about 
Desk and Derrick? 

Would you want to be a 

during one or more of 
our Board meetings? 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

PROGRAM  PAGE 
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January 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

Board Mtg. 

Deadline 

for Bulletin 

Membership      
Mtg 

Brooke 
Luxton 

Vickie 
Young 

February 2025 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

Jennifer       
Lindemann 

Deadline for 

Bulletin Board Mtg. 

Membership 
Mtg 

Rena Shaffer Cecil Duke Ashley Pierce 

Happy 

New Year! 
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President 

Kathy Martin   

Lafayette Club  

President Elect 

Evelyn Green 

San Antonio Club 

Secretary 

Heather Woods 

Farmington Club 

Treasurer 

Christina Forth            
Grand Prairie Club 

Parliamentarian 

Judi Adams 

 Westbank Club 

Immediate Past Pres. 

Wendy Sparks 

Oklahoma City Club 

Central Region Director 

Nichole Harney 

Wichita Falls Club 
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Scan to access the 

ADDC HOMEPAGE 

All clip art in this bulletin— Dreamstime.com and purchased on Etsy. 

Desk and Derrick Club of 

Wichita Falls 

Sheila McGaughey, Editor 

P.O. Box 2249 

Wichita Falls, Texas 76307 

Phone: 940-716-5340 

 

Email: smcgaughey@sjoc.net 

 

 

Ashley Pierce, Editor 

Email:   

ashley.pierce@burkroyalty.com 

 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service — Discover the Endless Possibilities 

 
The Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita Falls was 

chartered on October 1, 1952, and has been       

serving professionals in the energy industry in the 

Wichita Falls area ever since. 

Being a member is a great opportunity to connect 

with professionals in the energy industry and       

expand your knowledge and network. The club   

focuses on promoting  education and fostering    

professional development in the petroleum,         

energy, and allied industries. 

The club organizes monthly meetings, field trips, 

seminars and hosts a fantastic annual golf          

tournament. 

2025 ADDC Board of Directors 


