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Editor’s Musings 
 

Gary and I have recently started another remodeling project in the  basement 
which involves removing the antique glass from two large and one medium 
sized display cabinet and wrapping each piece in either bubble wrap or 
newspaper to protect it from breakage until the project is completed.  After 
wrapping 20 or so small pieces, I looked at my hands and discovered they 
looked like I had been working in a coal mine.  Washing them with soap and 
water left the sink in similar distress.  With the cost of a newspaper subscrip-
tion and the minimal content of most papers, paper copies of the news are at 
risk of becoming obsolete.  Gary now reads the daily news online, but we still 
get the weekly issue of the Posey County News and a friend gives us his old 
paper for use in the garden or, in this case, wrapping glass for storage.  Back 
to my blackened hands—-the ink from the newspapers was being transferred 
to my hands as I wrapped each piece and placed it in a box.  Why?   
 

After trying to locate information about printer’s ink on the internet and run-
ning down a couple rabbit holes talking about the ink pads in Epson printers 
becoming saturated with excess ink and where to purchase ink for printers, I 
finally found an article about the composition of printer’s ink which said:  
 

Newspaper ink is used in the printing of newspapers for daily distribution and 
reading. For decades, these inks were made using a petroleum-based vehi-
cle that could dry fairly quickly and create quality printed images and text. As 
petroleum became more costly, however, efforts were made to find alterna-
tives. This led to the development of several different organic oil compounds 
for use in creating ink, with soybean oil being the preferred vehicle that is 
now used by many of the major newspapers in the United States.  Of course, 
the soy bean oil wasn’t the black on my hands.  It was only the vehicle for 
transporting all the other chemicals. The real culprit was a carbon based 
chemical called “carbon black”.  A number of other chemicals and combina-
tions are used to produce colored newspaper ink as well. In addition, wax 
and paraffin are often added to help ink dry faster and to make it more stable 
once printed onto paper.    
 

Well, newspapers may not be using a petroleum-based chemical as the pri-
mary vehicle for distributing the ink on my newspaper, but hydrocarbon by-
products are still very vital elements in bringing the news to anyone who still 
gets a paper copy of their daily or weekly news.  
  
So much for my dirty hands.  Merry Christmas and a Happy 
New Year.                                            
Donna L Hartig, Editor 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick 
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 
November 21, 2024, Minutes 

 
 

The November meeting was held November 21, 2024 at the CountryMark Pavilion, 
Mount Vernon, Indiana. The following members were present: Emily VanHaaften, 
Alesia Cato, Debbie Kennard, Michael Nelligan, Hilary VanHaaften, and Jess Rowe. 
Members attending virtual were, Jennifer Birkner, Donna Hartig, and Beth Etzkorn. 
President Emily VanHaaften called the meeting to order at 5:35 p.m.  
 
Minutes of the October 17, 2024 were published in the Tri-State newsletter. President 
Emily VanHaaften asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. One correction to 
the minutes, Kelli Hiltbrand was the one to volunteer as chairman for the 2026 Conven-
tion. Hearing no further corrections, Michael Nelligan made the motion to approve the 
minutes as corrected, seconded by Hilary VanHaaften, motion carried. 
 
Treasurer Jennifer Birkner read the financial report. Debbie Kennard made the motion 
to approve the Treasurer’s report subject to audit. Alesia Cato seconded the motion  
and it passed unanimously. 
 
Under Unfinished Business 
 
Beth Etzkorn read the proposed Slate of Officers for the 2025 board of directors.     
President VanHaaften read each of the nominations separately for the 2025 board of 
directors and opened the floor for nominations for each position. Since no new        
nominations were made for tThe offices, the nominations were closed, and all were  
elected by acclamation. Elected for the 2025 board of directors are: President – Emily 
VanHaaften, Vice President – Alesia Cato, Secretary – Beth Etzkorn, Treasurer –    
Jennifer Birkner.  The position(s) for Director(s) have been eliminated. Michael Nelligan 
will serve on the board as Past President. Will need to update the by-laws to reflect the 
change.  
 
President VanHaaften received the ADDC financials for January 2024 thru June 2024 
and information on the Club Liaison Will get them scanned and emailed.  
 
President VanHaaften talked more about possible changes for Tri-State Desk and   
Derrick for 2025. Need to get more members to attend meetings and new members. 
Will skip January meeting and have a Zoom call with board of directors. Will discuss 
ideas for 2025 and report at the February meeting. 
 
Michael Nelligan asked for more information regarding the Club Liaison. President 
VanHaaften reported will not be voting on until 2025 convention. Kelli Hiltbrand is    
serving on AdHoc Committee and no progress has been made. Will give another       
update after the meeting January 21, 2025. 
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Tri-State Deck and Derrick Club 
November 21,2024, Minutes (Continued)                    
 
 
Under New Business 
 
President VanHaaften distributed 2025 Tri-State Desk and Derrick membership     
renewal forms to members present, and will email the remaining forms to the      
members. Asked members to review the information on application, make any       
corrections, and send with your payment for dues to President VanHaaften by      
January 24, 2025. Dues for 2025 renewals are $75.00. The breakdown of the dues 
are as follows: ADDC Dues -$70, Club Dues - $2, Region Dues - $3.  
 
President VanHaaften attended a board meeting since last meeting and reported the 
following: 
 

The date for the 2024 Aimee Contest submissions has been moved to January 
15, 2025. 

No financial report for review. 
Proposals for ADDC by-law changes to vote on at the 2025 Convention must be 

submitted by February 21, 2025. 
Need to review Tri-State Desk and Derrick by-laws to ensure they conform to the 

ADDC by-law changes that were voted on at the recent 2024 Convention. 
River City, TX club is disbanding and no members will be transferring. With   

PYOGA club disbandment effective December 31, 2024, that will make       
two (2) clubs disbanding with no members transferring, causing an additional 
decrease in membership. 

 
Next meeting is scheduled for December 12, 2024 starting at 5:30 p.m. at the     
CountryMark Pavilion. It will be our Christmas Party. Will be a carry in, club will     
provide ham, games to include a Dirty Santa with a $25 limit for exchange gift.      
Further details will be emailed to members.   
 
President VanHaaften asked how much does the club want to spend on prize give-a-
ways. Spent under $300 in 2023 for the Christmas Party. Beth Etzkorn made a      
motion to spend from $200 to $300 for prize give-a-ways for the 2024 Christmas   
Party. Hilary VanHaaften seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. President 
VanHaaften will pick up the prize give-a-ways. 
 
Alesia Cato made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 5:55 p.m. Hilary VanHaaften 
seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Kennard 
Secretary 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of educating 

its members and the general public about the petroleum and allied 

energy industries and their contributions to society.  Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each month.  Membership is open to per-

sons employed in or retired from the petroleum, energy and allied 

industries as well as individuals interested in increasing their 

knowledge about these industries.  For more information about the 

Tri-State Club, contact Pres. Emily VanHaaften, 1223 East 3rd Street, 

Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  812-781-1751    

               Email—simpledeskllc@gmail.com 

 
Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

              

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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December 2024 

Tri-State 

Christmas 

Party 


