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October 2024 

 

Editor’s Musings 
 
Did you ever go looking for one thing and find something else entirely different 
that you needed but didn’t know where to look for it?  That’s kind of what I did 
while putting this newsletter together.  While trying to find a brace Gary remem-
bered using for his knee several years ago, I found the binder I used when I was 
editor for the Desk and Derrick Journal.  For those of you who are new to Desk 
and Derrick, the Journal was a 20-24 page full-color magazine published by the    
Association containing Desk and Derrick news, industry articles, etc. mailed to 
all members every quarter.  In other words, it was a much more professional  
version of our club’s monthly newsletter.  Back to the story—-in the back of the 
binder I found sixteen issues of the Journal containing various articles I wrote 
way back when—-plus some other articles I think you might find interesting and/
or entertaining today.  I needed a half page article for this issue and found one I 
hope will bring a smile to your face or at least cause you to think.  Some things 
don’t have an expiration date.  Check it out on page 3. 
 
With all the news from the Middle East and the escalating hostilities between 
Israel and Iran, there is some speculation on the possibility of higher oil prices.  
However, according to an October 4th article published by the Associated Press, 
an increase in oil production, and ultimately a substantial increase in the price of 
gasoline, aren't likely largely due to the balance between supply and demand   
becoming tilted toward supply.  While any major escalation of tensions in the 
Middle East conjures up memories of the oil embargo that followed the start of 
the Yom Kippur war in 1973, which quadrupled oil prices, the global supply of oil 
has been altered radically since the 1970s, with the United States becoming the 
world’s largest oil producer. The article further stated the estimated approximate 
1.2 million households with one or more electric vehicles coupled with OPEC+ 
Alliance members’ plans to release more oil into the market starting in Decem-
ber will likely keep prices at the pumps on a continual slide downward. 
 
Hurricanes has been at the top of the news for the past couple of weeks first 
with Helene causing catastrophic damage to property and loss of life from Flori-
da to North Carolina and now with Milton on a path to hit central Florida within 
the next couple of days.  Helene even affected the Tri-State by bringing much 
needed rainfall ending the drought, burn bans, and the potential risk of field fires 
caused by dry crop residue collecting against the combines’ hot exhaust pipes. 
 
Some of you may have relation or know people who were negatively affected by 
these unprecedented weather events and need help short terms as well as long 
term.  Regardless, if you can, please offer your assistance by giving blood at 
your local Red Cross or giving monetarily through your church or any nationally 
recognized disaster assistance organization.  Thank you. 
 
Donna L. Hartig 
Editor 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick 
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ADDC President’s October 

Letter (continued from Page 2) 

Paraprosdokian (para-pros-dokian) Sentences 
 

A paraprosdokian is a figure of speech in which the latter part of a sentence or phrase is surprising or 
unexpected in a way that causes the reader or listener to re-frame or re-interpret the first part.  It is fre-
quently used for humorous or dramatic effect. The following examples are intended to make you smile. 
 

  • A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. My desk is a work station. 
  • I thought I wanted a career; turns out I just wanted a paycheck. 
  • Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit.  Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad. 
  • Why does someone believe you when you say there are four billion stars in the sky, but check when 
     you say the paint is wet? 
  • A clear conscience is usually the sign of a bad memory. 
  • The voices in my head may not be real, but sometimes they have some good ideas! 
  •  Money can’t buy happiness, but it sure makes misery easier to live with. 
  •  Change is inevitable, except from a vending machine.  
  •  Nostalgia isn’t what it used to be. 
  •  When tempted to fight fire with fire, remember the fire department uses water.  
  •  I used to be indecisive, but now I’m not so sure. 
  •  A diplomat is someone who can tell you to jump off a cliff in such a way that you will look forward to  
     the trip. 
  •  Some cause happiness wherever they go—-others whenever they go. 
  •  Why is Monday so far from Friday and Friday so near to Monday? 
  •  When something works just fine, DON’T fix it! 
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

September 19, 2024, Minutes 
 

The September meeting was held virtually on September 19, 2024. The following members were present: 
Emily VanHaaften, Alesia Cato, Debbie Kennard, Michael Nelligan, Donna Hartig, Gary Hartig, Stacee   
Dover, Beth Etzkorn, and Linda Henning.  President VanHaaften called the meeting to order at 5:36 p.m.  
 
Minutes of the August 15, 2024, meeting were published in the Tri-State newsletter. President Emily 
VanHaaften asked if there were any corrections to the minutes. Hearing none, Michael Nelligan made the 
motion to approve the minutes as published, seconded by Beth Etzkorn, motion carried.  
 
President Emily VanHaaften read the financial report emailed by Treasurer Jennifer Birkner. Debbie     
Kennard made the motion to approve the Treasurer’s report, subject to audit. Donna Hartig seconded the 
motion, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Under Old Business: 
 
President VanHaaften reported on the Tri-State Desk and Derrick’s Energy Industry Appreciation Golf 'n 
Grub held September 13, 2024, at the Mt. Carmel Municipal Golf Course. Costs for the event were down 
this year due to lower attendance and keeping costs to a minimum. Have pending registrations to be paid. 
Once all registrations are paid, the event will show a profit of $2,787.05. President VanHaaften will be  
posting event pictures on Tri-State Desk and Derrick Facebook page. 
 
President VanHaaften received a donation from Three Rivers Desk and Derrick Club in the amount of $500 
for our scholarship fund. NE Region picked one of the speakers to honor with a donation. Dave Luchella 
was chosen as our speaker. Will deposit the donation with golf outing checks.  
 
Beth Etzkorn forwarded an email received from Judy, NE Region Treasurer to President VanHaaften.  
President VanHaaften read the email which gave notification of the Penn York Oil and Gas Affiliates 
(PYOGA) club disbandment effective December 31, 2024. Judy and Jennifer will not be able to fulfil their 
obligations on the NE Region Fund committee but will make the transition as seamless as possible.  
  
President VanHaaften read a letter from Wendy Sparks, Board of Director President. Continued the      
conversation of potentially doing away with Regional Directors and having a Regional Liaison. This in turn 
will eliminate regions. Will be addressed at the convention but no vote will be taken. A ballot will be mailed 
out to the clubs for a vote after convention. If passed, will take effect 2026. 
 
President VanHaaften asked members present for their thoughts on the elimination of regions. Feedback 
included: Members are for eliminating regions. Reason of elimination: due to drop in membership not 
enough members to divide up into regions. Questioned current number of members.  There are 641 as of 
July 31st. Would like to hear how ADDC is going to address schedule for conventions. What happens to 
region funds and how much is in the NE Region cash account and certificate of deposits. There is $3,500 
in cash account and $15,700 in CD’s. President VanHaaften will update members after convention and will 
make sure the topic of region funds is discussed. 
 
There are 61 members registered for convention. President Van Haaften reviewed the five proposed 
amendments that are being voted on at the convention in September and need members response to take 
back for the vote. 

1.  Membership Dues – Increase membership dues from $55 to $70. Only for ADDC dues, not club 
or region dues. No increase since 2017. Board vote: 9 in favor 0 against. Rules vote: 5 in favor, 
0 against. After discussion Tri-State Desk and Derrick supports the increase in ADDC dues from 
$55 to $70. 
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Tri-State   September 19, 2024 Minutes (continued) 
 
2.  ADDC Officer Term – Proposed to change the ADDC Officers term from 1-year to     

2-years. For ADDC board members, all board positions, plus region directors. Board 
vote: 4 in favor, 5 against. Rules vote:  5 in favor, 0 against. After discussion, Tri-State 
Desk and Derrick supports this amendment. 

3.  Change Petroleum Tech Certification to Energy Tech Certification: Amend Article 
12. Proposed by West Region Director Heather Woods.  Committee has reworked 
program to have two tracts, Energy Technician and Petroleum Technician. Allow    
Petroleum Technician to attend the classes virtually. Upon completion of classes a 
certificate of completion will be issued. Delete “Annual” before ADDC and Regional. 
Board vote: 9 in favor, 0 against. Rules vote: 5 in favor, 0 against. After discussion,  
Tri-State Desk and Derrick supports this amendment. 

4.  Conventions and NE Regional Meetings: Article 14, the Conventions Schedule.  
Proposed by Farmington Club. Adding a new paragraph stating, “A biennial conven-
tion will be hosted by a region or club to be held every two (2) years. A virtual dele-
gate meeting at a time and date to be determined by the President will be held in the 
opposite year to address the Association business for the current year”.  Rationale: To    
define the delegate meeting or biennial convention and timing of the events. The    
annual convention is burdensome to host, due to a multitude of factors including     
decreasing membership, increasing expenses, decreasing employer support, and  
frequency of region/clubs to host. By modifying the convention to a biennial schedule 
with a virtual delegate meetings for alternate years, regions and clubs can focus more 
on planning and obtaining support for region meetings, as well as fund raising on a 
more relaxed schedule. Board vote: 5 in favor, 4 against. Rules vote: 5 in favor, 0 
against. After discussion, Tri-State Desk and Derrick supports the convention being 
hosted every 2-years in person if we can have a call the year we don’t have a  con-
vention to update membership on what is going on. 

5. Remove the wording “In the event of extreme emergency” for Regional Meeting    
Remove wording and amend to read “A regional meeting may be suspended or held 
virtually by majority vote of clubs in that region. Participation in a meeting pursuant to 
the provision constitutes presence in person at such meeting.”   Board vote: 9 in favor, 
0 against. Rules vote: 5 in favor, 0 against. After discussion, Tri-State Desk and Der-
rick supports removing the wording to allow holding the meeting virtually. Is depend-
ent on if regions are removed as discussed earlier in the meeting. 

 
President VanHaaften will keep members updated of any subsequent changes. Presented the 
agenda and timing of events for the convention. If you have any concerns beforehand, please 
contact President VanHafften. 
 
New Business: 
 
Next meeting will be a virtual meeting scheduled for October 17, 2024, starting at 5:30 p.m.     
Michael Nelligan will set up a meeting link and send to Debbie Kennard. Criteria for the educa-
tional meetings with speakers has been met so we are good for the remainder of the year if we 
do not have speakers for the remaining meetings.  
 
Donna Hartig reminded everyone that a Slate of Officers for 2025 will need to be presented at 
the October meeting. Nominating Committee will be Emily VanHaaften, Beth Etzkorn, and Alesia  
Cato.  November and December Meetings will be in person meetings.  
 
Stace Dover made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:11 p.m. Beth Etzkorn seconded the 
motion and it passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Debbie Kennard 
Secretary 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of educating 

its members and the general public about the petroleum and allied 

energy industries and their contributions to society.  Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each month.  Membership is open to per-

sons employed in or retired from the petroleum, energy and allied 

industries as well as individuals interested in increasing their 

knowledge about these industries.  For more information about the 

Tri-State Club, contact Pres. Emily VanHaaften, 1223 East 3rd Street, 

Mt. Vernon, IN  47620  812-781-1751    

               Email—simpledeskllc@gmail.com 

 
Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 
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