
P A G E      

 

 

 

V O L U M E  7 4 — I S S U E  3  

President’s Letter—         

Rena Shaffer 

3 

CRM Sponsorship 4 

Central Region    

Director’s Letter—

Michelle Burgard 

5 

ADDC President’s 

Letter—               

Wendy Sparks 

6 

February Program 

Review 

7 

Fuel for Thought 37 

From the Derrick 

Floor 

39 

March Program—

Glenn Felderhoff 

52 

Inside this issue: 

Greater 
Knowledge - 

Greater Service 

 

March is 

Desk and Derrick Awareness 

Invite your co-workers and associates to our 

next meeting—March 20th! 

 

 

for being  
NOMINATED as CANDIDATE for the 

2025                                                                
CENTRAL REGION DIRECTOR 

You will be an “AWESOME” Director                  

and  your  Club is behind you 100%!!! 

 NICHOLE HARNEY 

  

Dateline 
M A R C H ,  2 0 2 4  

Desk and Derrick Club of 
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Club Purpose 

Club Motto 

2024 Board of Directors 

Welcome to the  

The Purpose of the club shall be to promote the educational and          

professional development of individuals employed in or affiliated with 

the petroleum, energy and allied industries, and to educate the general 

public about these industries. 

 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service  

Official Colors 
Black and Gold 

From the Editors: 
Happy March Everyone! Did you know that March is Desk and 

Derrick Club awareness month? This month is all about celebrating 

and recognizing the amazing work that our club does to support 

and empower professionals in the energy industry. Let’s show our 

appreciation for these dedicated individuals who work hard to 

make a difference in our community. Invite your co-workers and 

possible members to our meeting on March 20th! Thank you to 

Inez Awty Schaffer for making her dream a reality! (see inside) 

Speaking of making a difference in our club, a big “Congratulations”  

to Nichole Harney for being nominated to serve as the 2025 Central 

Region Director. Nichole, Keep shining bright and 

making a difference in our organization! You’ve got this!  

In this edition of the Dateline, you will find a lot of 

HUMBLE reading. Flip through to see what I mean!  

                     Editors:  Sheila, Nichole and Ashley         

 

President: Rena Shaffer 

Vice President: Tracy Flynn 

Secretary: Nichole Harney 

Treasurer: Lauren Martin 

2 Year Director: Debbie Hicks 

1 Year Director: Shirley Bridwell 

Immediate Past President: Sheila McGaughey 

Parliamentarian: Diana Walker 
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Central Region 

Michelle Burgard 
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ADDC President 

Wendy Sparks 
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February Membership Meeting 

Check Fraud, Wire Fraud and FinCEN Beneficial Owner Rules 

Jennifer Duncan, Vice President-BSA-AML 

Barbara Franklin, Nelva White and Tracy Flynn 

Doris Sterling and Nichole Harney 

Vickie Young, Nichole Harney, Shirley  Bridwell and Barbara Pappas Rena Shaffer and Jennifer Duncan—Speaker 

Shirley Bridwell and “newest” member Katie Curl 

Nichole Harney presenting Sheila McGaughey 
with 2023 President’s Scrapbook 
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Mikala Haiduk (Guest)      
and Barbara Pappas 
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 2024 COMMITTEES 
 

GENERAL ARRANGEMENTS 

 Debbie Hicks - Board Contact 

 Debbie Hicks - Chairman 

Shirley  Bridwell 

 

GOLF  TOURNAMENT 

Tracy Flynn - Board Contact 

Tracy Flynn/Vickie Young—Co-Chairman 

Casie Mass, Jordan Moss,                        

Sheila McGaughey 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Diana Walker — Board Contact 

Barbara Franklin/Diana Walker               

— Co-Chairmen 

Nelva White 

 

PROGRAM 

Tracy Flynn - Board Contact 

 Tracy Flynn - Chairman 

Nichole Harney, Barbara Pappas,         

Vickie Young 

 

SOCIAL MEDIA 

 Nichole Harney - Board Contact 

 Nichole Harney - Chairman 

Jordan Moss 

 

BUDGET & FINANCE 

Diana Walker - Board Contact 

 Diana Walker - Chairman 

Lauren Martin, Tracy Flynn 

 

BULLETIN/SCRAPBOOK 

 Sheila McGaughey— Board Contact 

 Sheila McGaughey— Chairman 

Nichole Harney,  Ashley Pierce 

 

BYLAWS 

Tracy Flynn - Board Contact 

   Barbara Pappas - Chairman 

Tracy Flynn 

 

EDUCATION 

Shirley Bridwell - Board Contact 

 Jordan Moss - Chairman 

Doris Sterling 

 

FIELD TRIP 

 Sheila McGaughey - Board Contact 

 Sheila McGaughey - Chairman 

Cecil Duke, Nelva White 
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Life of a Secretary in 1949……                                            

    and the History of Desk and Derrick 

Cost of living in 1949: 

Average cost of a new home  -  $14,500.00 

Average wages per year –  $3,600.00 

Cost of gallon of gas—.26 cents 

Average cost of a new car—$1,650.00 

Minimum hourly wage—.40 an hour 

Cost of barrel of oil  - $2.59 per barrel 

Postage stamp—.03 cents 

Bacon—.50 per lb. 

Kitchen and Table set—$100.00 

 In 1949, the number one job of American women was the secretarial occupation. The most common 

job for American women is still the same according to the U.S. Census, 96% of the approximately 4 million 

people who identify themselves today as secretaries  (or something similar) are women. 

 Definition of a Secretary: 

 A secretary is a person employed by an individual or in an office to assist with correspondence, make 

appointments, and carry out administrative tasks. Whilst the definition remains largely the same, the role has 

changed significantly to what we know it as today. 

 More recently, on the show Mad Men, Peggy Olsen was stirring things up a bit when she said, “He 

may act like he wants a secretary, but most of the time they’re looking for something between a mother and 

a waitress”. (This is sad, but it was the early 50’s and a different era than we are used to today). 

 Oil companies relied on paper documents for their day-to-day 

operations. They relied on industry’s typists, secretaries, and            

stenographers to produce, organize, and distribute millions of pages of      

leases, deeds, contracts, reports, and stock certificates that kept the 

industry running. 

 As early as the 1920’s and ‘30’s, many of these secretaries and 

typists were female. These women transcribed notes, typed drilling 

leases, filed drilling reports and geological surveys, and   interoffice 

correspondence for the hundreds of American oil  companies located 

in Texas, Oklahoma and Louisiana. 

 Some women grew up in the oil company camps with fathers or 

brothers working on drilling rigs. Others married into the industry or 

took oil jobs after the industry arrived in their hometowns. By the   

 

March is Desk and Derrick Awareness Month 

Stenographers found ad hoc workspaces    
during successive Texas oil booms. Dallas 
News, February 2, 1941, Texas Oil Industry 
Scrapbooks, Briscoe Center, University of  
Texas at Austin. 
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1950’s, many women entered oil industry employment through family connections. 

 Immediately after World War II, American female employment hit an all-time high. 

 Inez Lord Awty, a secretary in the Humble Oil and Refining Company’s office, founded the                

International Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs in 1949. According to the club’s newsletter, Ms. Awty 

was “tired of writing reports about things she knew little about” and wanted to create an organization that 

helped the industry’s  growing female clerical staff learn about oil technology.  Ms. Awty’s idea was popular. 

The first meeting, held in April of that year, included twelve members.  The next year, secretaries in Los    

Angeles, Houston, and Jackson, Mississippi, all formed clubs. Total membership was 883. By 1951, the       

organization had expanded to over 1,400 members in the United States and Canada and included employees 

from approximately 450 different companies. Eight years later, Desk and Derrick had grown six times over, 

with 9,018 members organized into 199 Desk and Derrick Chapters across North America. 

 “Ms. Awty thought if men in the oil and gas industry 

could be organized and know other men outside their own   

company, then the women could do likewise,” according to the 

Midland Reporter-Telegram reported in 1951. 

  Since the first Desk and Derrick club meeting in 1949, this 

national association has “ebbed and flowed with the tides of the 

energy and allied industries.” 

 The first national Desk and Derrick Convention, 

held in 1952 at the Shamrock Hotel in Houston, Texas, 

exemplified the club’s desire to expand member 

knowledge and push industry visibility.  Approximately 

one thousand club members attended. Members      

represented forty (out of forty-six total)  member clubs 

located in the United States and Canada. The luxury 

hotel, famous for its green interior had been built in 

1949 by Texas oil tycoon Glen McCarty. By 1952, 

McCarty was a larger-than-life figure in the Texas oil 

industry and his hotel regularly played host to an array 

of Texas wealth and Hollywood celebrities. It was also a 

meeting spot for industry elites. Hosting the Desk and 

Derrick Convention in this space placed the club, and 

the industry’s female workforce at the heart of the Texas oil industry’s history. In 1957, the organization’s 

members adopted a motto, “Greater Knowledge—Greater Service”. 

 In 1963, women were employed as  geologists, secretaries, editors, stenographers, auditors, drafts-

women, clerks, and executives. 

 In 1977, at the Denver convention, the Association’s name was changed to the “Association of Desk 

and Derrick Clubs”.  

 

  

Interesting Fact: 

Awty’s Humble Oil & Refining Company roots 
stem back to the 1901 Spindletop gusher that 
kicked off the Texas oil rush. By the 1940’s it 
became the largest domestic oil producer, a 
spot it held through the 1960’s.   

(See more about Humble Oil in this bulletin). 

By 1951, there were 1,500 Desk and Derrick members in the United 

States and Canada.  Photo courtesy Permian Basin Petroleum        

Association 
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 In 1982, the ADDC established the Desk and Derrick Educational Trust, “for the purpose of awarding 

scholarships to students pursuing a degree in a major field of study related to the petroleum, energy, or      

allied industries, with the objective of obtaining full time employment in the industry”.  

 In 1988, Delegates at the annual convention approved equitable membership in the association,   

opening membership to men. 

  The Association of Desk and Derrick  Club has a rich history and has made significant contributions to 

the oil and gas industry. Through its formation and continued efforts, the club has provided a platform for 

members to thrive and succeed. The association’s impact on its members and industry as a whole cannot be 

overstated, and its legacy will continue to inspire future generations of members in the oil and gas industry. 

 Today, the women in the oil and gas   

industry are not merely breaking barriers; they 

are shaping the future of our industry.  They 

are in every facet of the industry as:               

Presidents, CEO’s, Executives, high level      

Management positions, Petroleum Engineers, 

Geologists,  Accountants, Pumpers,            

Roustabouts and, yes, Secretaries and more. I 

believe that Inez Awty Schaeffer and the       

remainder of the 12 original founders of the 

club would be very pleased to see what we 

have accomplished as an organization and I 

would hope they would be saying,                  

“We’ve come a long way,  Baby!”. 

   

I interviewed Lou Andrews and Pat Hensley several years ago,  here is a little history from their view-point.  

— Lou Andrews (Member 41 years—a very dear member who passed away on October 29, 2023) 

Our Desk and Derrick Club started in 1951. A woman, Inez Awty Schaeffer, who was a member of the Houston 
Club moved here and wanted to start a club and enlisted the help of Fred Seymann of the North Texas Oil & 
Gas Association and his assistant, Mary Thomas Francis (Lou Andrew’s Aunt), who was one of the charter 
members. 

Wichita Falls Desk and Derrick Club was the 5th club established in Texas. 

— Pat Hensley  (Member 53 years) 

Inez Awty Schaeffer started the association in Houston and Irma Cline initiated the Wichita Falls Club. 

I originally joined in 1954 just after I went to work for Burk Royalty, as there were women in our building that 
worked for Shell Oil Co. and other companies. We met at the Country Club at night. Everyone really dressed up 
and most of the women wore hats. They put me on the decorating committee and I think I did that for years. 
We really decorated for every meeting. In 1960 when my son was born, I had to take a leave since I lived in 
Electra, it was just too hard. I came back in 1977 and have been active ever since. I really have some great 
memories of those women and the great things we did. 

Submitted by: Sheila McGaughey 

References:  American Oil & Gas History Society, US National Archives and Duke Press. 

Photo courtesy of internet search 
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So, do  you have what it takes to be a Secretary in the 1950’s and ‘60’s?                                                                                                            

Take the quiz below and see. 
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SPOTLIGHTING OIL AND SOME OF THE BY-PRODUCTS      

CREATED FROM THIS BLACK GOLD 

 

FUEL FOR THOUGHT 

 When it comes to traditions, 
there is no holiday more colorful 
than Easter. 
Between the brightly dyed eggs, baskets full of multicolored grass, special 
flowers, and all kinds of yummy goodies, rebirth has never looked or tasted 
so good. 

The way we celebrate Easter today is the result of many, many, many, 
many, many years’ worth of traditions from various cultures across the 
globe.  And through these traditions, Easter has become one of the most 
widely  celebrated holidays both religiously and  secularly. 

When you consider some of the biggest components of modern Easter         
celebrations, these include the Easter Bunny, egg decorating, and baskets 
full of candy. But what helps make Eastertide so sweet? You may have guessed it: petroleum. 

You could say that modern Easter traditions run on petroleum. 

It was in the 23rd century when the first European celebration of Easter was recorded (though            
realistically, there’s a good chance it was celebrated even earlier than that). Suffice it to say, I wasn’t 
kidding when I said Easter traditions go back many, many, many, many, many years. 

Rabbits, for instance, are ancient symbols of fertility and new life. The connection between these       
hippity-hoppity symbols of new life and Easter arose sometime in Protestant Europe during the 17th 
century. The Easter rabbits then probably made their way across the pond to America a century later 
with German immigrants. 

Like our fertile bunnies, eggs are also symbols of fertility and renewal. Their importance to Easter          
traditions, however, might have been a little bit more practical. At one point, eggs  were among a list of 
foods that were banned during the entirety of lent. And since Easter marks the end of lent and fasting, 
eating them was a special treat! Decorating eggs is also one of the oldest Easter customs (because what 
better way to celebrate the special egg treats than by making them look pretty?!). 

And let’s not forget about all that candy. 

For Easter, candy is kind of a big deal. In fact, more candy is sold at Easter than any other holiday 
(except Halloween, of course!). Every year, U.S. candy manufacturers produce around 90 million     
chocolate bunnies and 16 billion jellybeans each year. That’s a lot of  sugar...and cavities. 
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 Petroleum: it just keeps going and going and going and going….. 

Petroleum products play a huge role in modern Easter celebrations.      
Petroleum it can be found in everything from the easter grass, the dyed 
eggs, the candy, and even the Easter Bunny itself. 

For Eastertide, both plastic eggs (filled with goodies for egg hunts) and 
dyed easter eggs are technically petroleum products. With the plastic 
type, this is a given (plastic, duh). But for the hard-boiled variety, the  
petroleum lies in the dyes. Whether you buy egg dying kits or make  your 
own, most artificial food dyes are made from petroleum. 

When it comes to the Easter basket itself, you have a lot of options. You can go with the traditional      
basket, some kind of bucket-like container, some kind of fabric tote...or anything, really. You could even 
use a grocery tote if  you really wanted (remember: it’s what’s inside that counts, anyway).  But say you’re    
going with the traditional basket: you can have woven wicker, straw, bamboo, palm, metal, and even 
plastic. And in this day and age, plastic is easy to find in the stores (especially since some baskets can get 
expensive). 

For the basket’s innards, you might want to fluff up  the treats with some colorful Easter grass. Plastic 
grass is one of the most common types to purchase, however, if you go this route, be sure to take care 
that you don’t litter. If your Easter festivities involve the outdoors, animals might get their hands (or 
mouths, rather) on the grass. So can  your indoor pets (or children), for that matter. And animals plus    
ingested plastic is not a good thing. For alternatives, you can shred colorful paper (or use real grass?). 

And now on to the most important part: that sweet, sweet candy. 

Jellybeans are one of Easter’s favorite candies (even if you personally can’t stand them). First developed 
in the 17th century, they became popular Easter treats in the 1930s because of their 
close resemblance to eggs.  Among their many ingredients, jellybeans may contain a 
bit of paraffin wax in their food-grade glaze to prevent stickiness and add a smile. 

Another Easter favorite that can contain traces of petroleum-derived paraffin is 
chocolate. That’s right your little chocolate bunny might be on that list, though it’s 
admittedly hard to tell because it may not be listed among the other ingredients.  
The wax is used in chocolates (and other candies) to give it a nice, glossy finish and 
keep it solid at room temperature. More expensive chocolates don’t often use wax 
due to their longer tempering processes. 

Now to those beloved chick-or-bunny-shaped marshmallow treats. The sparkly 
neon pinks, yellows and purples are the result of artificial food coloring.         
Propylene glycol (the stuff found in e-juice) is also a petroleum-derived product 
found in more places than you might think including some packaged frostings, 
boxed cake mixes, and food coloring. 

Petroleum plays a larger role in holiday celebrations than you 
might expect. Any type of plastic plates, cutlery, or even food 
packages are made from a variety of plastics and synthetic    

resins. Your Easter Sunday best? Check those clothing labels and see if it’s in your style 
this season. 

Oh, and if good ole’ Peter Cottontail is made from something   
other than cotton (say, polyester), then he too, is a petroleum 
product. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

Petroleum Service Company—Headquartered in Eastern Pennsylvania, Petroleum Service Company (PSC) was founded in 1924 and incorporated in 1930. We are 
homegrown, yet international. You may know us a local brick-and-mortar distributor of oil and lubricants, but we’ve grown to become much more than that. 
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FROM THE DERRICK FLOOR 

 

A “Bit” of Oil and Gas History Through the Years 

Spindletop Revisited: The Second Field 

Spindletop’s glory days were gone, or so it was believed. 

This landmark discovery on Jan. 10, 1901 at Spindletop Hill near Beaumont, Texas, had defied existing American      

geological thought and changed the course of history, but had faded into memory by the 1920s. 

Action had moved on to other fields. The old hill lay dormant in the shifting Gulf winds, its ghost whispering of past 

chaos, triumphs and tragedies. Abandoned derricks stood amid a few rundown houses and stores, stained wooden 

storage tanks and rusted equipment.  “Donkeys” - pump jacks—and sucker rods creaked and groaned as they coaxed 

the last dregs of oil from the spent caprock. 

The Former Prophets 

The first to trumpet the presence of oil under Spindletop Hill had been Pattillo Higgins, the first prophet, a local gadfly 

who had been shouting it from Beaumont’s rooftops since the mid-1880s. But the actual discovery of the under-

ground riches awaited the knowledge, capability and iron will of an Austrian mining engineer named Anthony Lucas, 

who brought in Spindletop’s discovery well, the storied Lucas Gusher. 

The oil companies born at Spindletop—Gulf, Texaco and Humble—matured into global giants, and a fourth, Sun, grew 

from a  modest Pennsylvania concern to assume its place among them. And in 1903, Standard Oil, that titan of the 

eastern oil regions that had refused an initial chance to drill at Spindletop, belatedly built a colossal refinery near the 

hill just as the market was rapidly beginning to expand. 

 

April 2019—Ellen Walker Rienstra   AAPG Explorer 
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FROM THE DERRICK FLOOR 

 

A “Bit” of Oil and Gas History Through the Years 

Humble Beginnings and a Quirky Agreement  

Humble Oil’s origins come from the 1901 Spindletop gusher that set off the Texas oil rush. 

They were the largest domestic oil producer by the 1940’s, a position retained through the 1960s. 

On May 27, 1933 workers with Humble Oil & Refining Co (now known as Exxon) were drilling in Tomball, in 

Harris County, thirty miles north of downtown Houston. The town was named in honor of Thomas Henry Ball, 

who had been instrumental in routing the railroad to the community. From 1907 to 1933 the people of      

Tomball was primarily involved in farming and ranching.  In 1914 Tomball had a population of 350, a bank, a 

blacksmith, several stores, six hotels, and two cotton gins.  In 1933 Tomball became a boomtown when    

drillers struck oil west of town on the property of J.F. W. Knob. It was 5,000 feet below the surface. In 1935, 

the original contract negotiated between Tomball and the Humble Oil and Refining Company gave free water 

and natural gas to Tomball residents for ninety years in exchange for drilling rights within the city limits. On 

July 6, 1933, Tomball, also known as “Oil Town U.S.A”, was incorporated with a population of 665. With the 

discovery of oil, this figure tripled. Soon there were twenty-five to thirty oil and gas companies producing 

within a five-mile radius of Tomball.  Humble built camps, housing-developments, and recreation facilities for 

its workers and their families necessary to develop and operate a large scale oil field. The town was featured 

in Ripley’s Believe It or Not as being the only city with free gas and water and no cemetery.  

Camp living was a dream for Humble employees of the era. Having the   

security of a small town, yet, the rural atmosphere of country living and at 

rock-bottom cost to each family.  There were no utility costs for power,  

water or gas. No maintenance funds for street and sewer services, no fees 

for use of the Humble Recreation Hall for any function. The Tomball School 

District ran two buses to the camps. 

Of the 644 acres owned in 

fee by Humble Oil, about 

300 acres were “open range” for employees to have their own 

milk cows, horses, and other livestock.   

The water and gas agreement finally ended in 1988. It did not 

quite last 90 years, but at least Tomball residents benefitted 

from it for a few decades. 

 

Sources: The Portal to Texas History and Texas State Historical Association 

(TSHA)                                                                                                                        

Pictures: The Portal of Texas History 
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February  15, 2024 

From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

 

Natural gas prices plunge as inventories rise 

By Alex Mills 

The decline in natural gas prices surprised industry officials this week - dropping more than 30% - as news 

surfaced about the oversupply of natural gas becoming more severe. 

Natural gas traded at Henry Hub on the New York Mercantile Exchange closed at $2.52 on Feb. 9 and by 

Feb. 14 the price had dropped to $1.629. One year ago, natural gas traded $3.68 for 30-day deliveries on 

NYMEX. This is the lowest price in 40 months. 

Natural gas demand, which historically has been driven by colder weather in the winter months, declined 

last week because of mild weather. Natural gas production, which continues to set records, also is a major 

contributor to the oversupply. The decline in demand and increase in supply has created an increase in in-

ventories, the Energy Information Administration stated in its recent Short-Term Energy Forecast. 

“We forecast inventories will end this winter heating season (November–March) at about 1,910 Bcf, which 

would be 15% more than the five-year average,” EIA stated. 

EIA also forecast soft prices, but not below $2.  “We forecast that mild weather for the remainder of first 
quarter of 2024 will keep the average Henry Hub spot price near $2.40 per million British thermal units 
(MMBtu) during February and March. But volatility could return if severely cold weather emerges, even for 
a short period” EIA stated. 

  

EIA forecasts U.S. natural gas production will increase in February and reach 105 Bcf/d by March as the 
weather-related disruptions subside and will stay close to that level for the rest of the year. EIA expects 
production will increase in 2025 to average more than 106 Bcf/d, which will set another production record 
if achieved. 

 EIA believes natural gas consumption will increase even though the agency forecasts milder weather. 

  

“We estimate that more than 118 Bcf/d of natural gas was consumed in the United States in January, a new 
monthly record, driven by the electric power sector,” EIA stated. “Although our forecast assumes that the 
United States will see milder weather with 4% fewer heating degree days than is typical during February 
and March, we forecast that U.S. natural gas consumption will increase by 5% in the first quarter of 2024 
(1Q24) compared with 1Q23, which was one of the warmest first quarters on record.” 

  

EIA expects wind and solar power to increase. “We forecast U.S. solar generation will rise by 43% in 2024 
and wind generation will rise by 6%,” EIA stated. “However, we revised our forecast generation from re-
newable sources down slightly in 2025 from last month’s STEO because of lower reported capacity addi-
tions from generators in recent months. That factor, along with slightly more total generation in 2025, in-
creased our forecast of coal-fired electricity generation in 2025 in this month’s outlook.” 

 -30-               Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

February 22, 2024 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

February 29, 2024 

From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

 

Today’s misguided policies can lead to tomorrow’s energy crisis 

By Alex Mills 

Twenty years ago the United States imported more than half of the oil we consumed each day. Today, 

primarily through innovative technology developed by the American oil and natural gas industry, the 

U.S. exports more oil than it imports. 

In 2004, the U.S. imported 13.7 million barrels of oil per day (b/d) while producing 5.2 million b/d, 

resulting in a negative 8.5 million b/d. 

Currently, the U.S. imports just 6 million b/d while producing 13.3 million b/d, resulting in the U.S. 

becoming a net exporter of oil. 

Natural gas also has become a net exporter with liquefied natural gas (LNG) traveling to Japan to the 

west and Europe to the east and many other countries. 

The industry began experimenting with new technology in the 1990s that involved drilling vertically 

into shale formations and then drilling horizontally and then hydraulic fracturing the shale to free the 

oil and gas to flow to the surface. Around 2008 the rush to drill using this new technology took off. 

However, some of the politicians in Washington, D.C. are using the regulatory weapon against the oil 

and gas industry. 

President Joe Biden has used his power in an attempt to make it more difficult and expensive for the 

oil industry. The Biden administration recently implemented a complicated new methane tax, pro-

posed new emission standards for vehicles, limited exploration on public lands, and proposed limit-

ing LNG exports. 

The American Petroleum Institute (API) this week released a new national poll demonstrating wide-

spread concern over Washington’s approach on energy policy.  

The poll, conducted Feb. 9-13 of 1,132 registered voters, found 86% believe producing oil and natural 

gas here in America helps make our country more secure against action by countries such as China 

and Russia. 

Also, the survey found 84% believe producing more oil and natural gas in the U.S. could help lower 

energy costs for American consumers and small businesses. 
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Two out of three American voters say the country is on the wrong track on energy policy, and following 

the administration’s recent pause on LNG export permits, the poll found nine in 10 Americans believe 

the U.S. should continue to supply natural gas to our allies overseas, API said. With recent reports that 

the administration plans to impose a de-facto ban on new gas-powered vehicles, the poll found that the 

majority of Americans (75%) would oppose such regulations restricting consumer choice.  

 “While the U.S. continues to lead the world in energy production, it’s clear the American people see that 
misguided policy choices today can sow the seeds of tomorrow’s energy crisis,” API President and CEO 
Mike Sommers said.  

“Whether it’s partisan decisions to restrict American natural gas as a source of strength around the 
world and good-paying jobs here at home, or regulatory plans to dictate the type of cars consumers can 
drive—voters on both sides of the aisle know we are on the wrong path on energy policy. With much at 
stake for our economy and national security, it’s time for Washington to change course and forge a bi-
partisan path that embraces all reliable and affordable American energy,” Sommers said. 

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers.   

February 29, 2024 Continued 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

March 7, 2024 

From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

 

Increased efficiency, new technology result in record production 

By Alex Mills 

Increased efficiency and the development of new technology by America’s oil industry resulted in rec-
ord oil production last year, according to a study by the Energy Information Administration (EIA) 

“U.S. crude oil production has increased to record highs since 2010 and has risen even more quickly in 
recent months. These record highs have come despite declining U.S. drilling activity because the new 
wells are more efficient,” EIA stated in its Petroleum Supply Monthly report issued this week. 

Since first surpassing the previous record in August 2023, U.S. crude oil production has increased an-
other 2%, exceeding the pre-pandemic November 2019 peak by 0.3 million b/d. U.S. oil industry pro-
duced 13.3 million b/d in December 2023. 

EIA noted the number of new wells brought on line by drilling activity has historically been the key de-
terminant of whether crude oil production increases or decreases. However, advances in horizontal 
drilling and hydraulic fracturing technologies have increased well productivity, enabling U.S. produc-
ers to extract more crude oil from new wells drilled while maintaining production from legacy wells. 

“Our Drilling Productivity Report (DPR) shows more production from a combination of increasing new 
well production and higher sustained legacy well production,” EIA stated in the report. “We define new 
well production as crude oil extracted during the first 12 months of production, while legacy produc-
tion is crude oil extracted after the initial 12 months. The share of legacy production since 2021 has 
remained stable, and production from new wells has continued to increase.” 

EIA said the rise in domestic oil production occurred while the 
number of active oil drilling rigs declined.  

“Traditionally, the number of active oil-directed rigs is a leading 
indicator of future crude oil production because more active rigs 
can drill more new wells,” EIA stated. “Recently, U.S. crude oil 
production has increased because of technological advancements 
and efficiency gains despite a 69% decrease in the number of ac-
tive rigs since 2014.” 

The United States became the global leader in crude oil produc-
tion in 2018, surpassing Russia and Saudi Arabia.  

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy 

Producers. 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
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Nichole Harney—March 10 

Geneva Wood—March 17 

Jordan Jackson—March 18 

Mikala Haiduk—March 29 

  

 

Central Region Meeting 
Great Bend, Kansas 

April 26-28, 2024 

If you are interested in  
applying and qualify for 

sponsorship, please     
contact Rena Shaffer 

Who doesn’t love a road trip?

An Irish Prayer for You: 

May the road rise up to meet you. 

May the wind always be at your back. 

May the sun shine warm upon your face,                                                             
and rains fall soft upon your fields. 

And until we meet again, May God hold you in the                           
palm of his hand.                          - an Irish Blessing 
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Central Region Meeting  

Great Bend, Kansas 

April 26th & 27th 

See information packet in 

this bulletin. 

Come show your         

“hippie” side! 

Mikala Haiduk,       

our newest member. 

She is employed at 

Burk Royalty. 

   Welcome Mikala! 

Introducing… 

 Interesting Fact on the History of Desk and Derrick: 

In the pages of the club newsletter, the Oil and Gas Journal, Inez Awty, 
Gladys Watford, and others went on the offensive, repeatedly declaring 
that Desk and  Derrick was not a social club but an organization of      
industry professionals committed to company growth. Meetings were 
focused on bringing women into the professional world outside the 
home and including them in scientific and policy debates central to the 
industry.                   Research: Duke Press 

 Interesting Fact on the history of 
Desk and Derrick:     The club’s     
educational efforts reached both 
adults and children in oil-producing 
communities. Local chapters                  
advertised their seminars on oil and 
gas law, well logging, petroleum    
economics, oil conservation,           
petrochemical production, and future 
technological development to the 
public. These seminars explained   
potentially contentious issues like   
refinery  water use, air                          
contamination, and oil depletion in 
industry-favorable  terms. Desk and 
Derrick published several books,               
including a dictionary of  common   
industry terms as well as books on 
geology and land leasing practices. 
The club developed several              
petroleum science correspondence 
courses based out of the University of 
Texas.                        Research: Duke Press 
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Mommy’s Special Catch 

and 

Daddy’s Little Fishing Buddy 

LAUREN MARTIN is a new AUNT! 

Welcome 

Baby Blake 
Parents: 

Allison (Lauren’s twin sister) and Alex 
Broadway 
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Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

PROGRAM  PAGE 
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 Board Mtg. 

Membership   
Meeting 
 

Shirley  

Bridwell 

March 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Nichole 

Harney 

Geneva 

Wood 

Daylight Savings Time—March 10th—Spring Forward 

Jordan 

Jackson 
Membership 
Meeting 

April 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

Board Mtg. 

Board Mtg. 

Barbara 
Pappas 

Membership Mtg 

Jordan 
Moss 

Sheila 
McGaughey 

April Fool’s 

Earth Day 

Mikala 

Haiduk 

TOTAL SOLAR 

ECLIPSE  12:06  

TO 3:07 PM 

Alliance Golf 
Tour. & BBQ 

FIRST DAY OF 

SPRING 

CENTRAL REGION MEETING 
GREAT BEND, KANSAS 
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Sheila McGaughey, Editor 

P.O. Box 2249 

Wichita Falls, Texas 76307 

Phone: 940-716-5340 

Email: smcgaughey@sjoc.net 

 

Nichole Harney, Editor 

Email:  nichole@cobraogc.com 

 

Ashley Pierce, Editor 

Email:   ashley.pierce@burkroyalty.com 

The Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita Falls was chartered on 

October 1, 1952, and has been  serving professionals in the  

energy industry in the Wichita Falls area ever since. 

Being a member is a great opportunity to connect with       

professionals in the energy industry and expand your 

knowledge and network. The club focuses on promoting      

education and fostering  professional development in the     

petroleum,  energy, and allied industries. 

The club organizes monthly meetings, field trips, seminars and 

hosts a fantastic annual golf tournament. 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service — Discover the Endless Possibilities 

Desk and Derrick Club of 

Wichita Falls 

President 

Wendy Sparks   

Oklahoma City Club  

President Elect 

Kathy Martin 

Lafayette Club 

Secretary 

Kelli Hiltbrand 

Liberal Club  

Treasurer 

Sue Weaver             
San Antonio Club 

Parliamentarian 

Evelyn Green 

San Antonio Club 

 

Immediate Past Pres. 

Barbara Pappas 

Wichita Falls Club 

2024 ADDC Board of Directors 

Central Region Director 

Michelle Burgard 

Oklahoma City Club 

 

C
EN

TR
A

L 
R

EG
IO

N
 

Coming soon! 

Scan to access the 

ADDC HOMEPAGE 

All clip art in this bulletin— Dreamstime.com and purchased on Etsy. 

Photo Credits: Shamrocks—File ID 38462044 @ Naddiya—
Dreamstime.com 

Black/Gold Easter Egg—File ID 186434512 @ Vera Fedorova—   Dream-
stime.com 

Congratulations—File ID 81711818 @ Pratchaya Leelapatchayanont—
Dreamstime.com 

Confetti—Internet Search—Free clipart 

Shamrocks—Free clipart 

Happy Easter—File ID 137415167 @ Mauriceschuckart—
Dreamstime.com 

Little Boy Fishing—Annacreationsshop—Etsy 

Scam Alert—File ID 33771536 @ Karenr—Dreamstime.com 

Vintage Art—Internet search 

Put a tiger in your tank—internet search 

Stenographers—Dallas News—February 2, 1941 

Humble Oil and Gas Station—Internet search 

Shamrocks—File ID 38462044 @ Naddiya—Dreamstime.com 

Road Trip—Rena Shaffer 

Happy Easter  - File ID 28885178 @ Ivonne Wierink—
Dreamstime.com 

Rabbit funny—internet search 

Happy Birthday—Internet search 

Shamrocks—File ID 38462044 @ Naddiya—Dreamstime.com 

Tied Dye background—File ID 76418666 @ Premuda 
Yospirm—Dreamstime.com 

Baby Blake—Etsy Annacreationsshop 

Green oil derrick—File ID 133800713—Bashta—
Dreamstime.com 


