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Love is Oil You Need...  
Top 8 Reasons We Love the                                                 
  Oil and Gas industry! 
 

No. 8—   STAYING CONNECTED TO THE WORLD:  Without oil there would be no  

social networks. The electricity, nor the materials used to make computers,  servers, 

and cell phones would be available without oil. In producing our electronics, it     

involves a lot of fuel, electricity and, let’s be honest about it, plastics. 

No. 7—  HUMAN LIFE EXPECTANCY:  In the 1900’s, life expectancy was 47 years, 

while in 2024 it is 79 years of age. This is mainly due to modernization of our     

country from oil and gas. Our medicines are better, machinery has made life easier, 

and our living conditions have greatly improved.  

No. 6—  SAVE THE WHALES: In the 16th thru 19th century, whales were hunted and 

killed for their blubber which was used for lamp fuel, soap, varnish, leather, and  

lubricants for machinery.  The discovery of oil in 1859 in Pennsylvania helped to save 

these creatures from the Endangered Species list. Thank you, Mr. Edwin Drake! 

No. 5—  DRILL BABY DRILL: We strive to be energy independent. Today, the U.S. 

exports more oil and gas products than we import. 

No. 4—   PLANES, TRAINS AND AUTOMOBILES:  Oil is mainly used for                  

transportation—it accounts for 93% of energy in the U.S.   Petrochemicals are also 

used to manufacture these forms of transportation. 

No. 3—   WE LOVE OUR STUFF:  Petrochemicals are derived from oil and natural 

gas—they are the building blocks of thousands upon thousands of everyday       

products we use and depend on every day. 

No. 2—   JOBS OF COURSE: Texas’ oil and gas industry supported more than 2.5   

million total jobs statewide, 11.3 million nationally.  The Texas Gross Domestic  

Product is $411.6 billion annually from oil & gas economic contributions. Texas    

produces 5.6 million barrels of oil a day in 2023—a blockbuster year. 

And the #1 reason we love the Oil and Gas Industry is (drumroll please) - 

No. 1—   THE DESK AND DERRICK CLUB OF WICHITA FALLS: Having the privilege of  

being a member of such a great organization, while learning more about our        

industry  AND spending time with some really, really great members! 

Dateline 
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Club Purpose 

Club Motto 

2024 Board of Directors 

Welcome to the  

The Purpose of the club shall be to promote the educational and          

professional development of individuals employed in or affiliated with 

the petroleum, energy and allied industries, and to educate the general 

public about these industries. 

 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service  

Official Colors 
Black and Gold 

From the Editors: 

Welcome February! On February 7, 1964 The Beatles landed in America. 

One of their famous hits was “All You Need is Love”. So, in this issue we 

wanted to show you that we love our industry and Love is Oil You Need! 

On the cover you will find  the Top 8 reasons we love oil. Our Fuel for 

Thought segment will show you that All You Need is Love...and a little bit of 

Oil and Gas—for a Happy Valentine’s Day! Our From the Derrick Floor 

segment will show you how a little flirtatious charm and a lot of luck 

helped to discover the largest oilfield in East Texas.  

Our industry is important to our everyday lives. Beyond fuel in your tank, 

oil is used to make everyday objects—everything from drinking cups to 

combs and electronics and more. Literally thousands of things you use 

daily are made from oil. 

Wishing you a month filled with Love, Peace and Joy!  

Editors:  Sheila, Nichole and Ashley         

 

President: Rena Shaffer 

Vice President: Tracy Flynn 

Secretary: Nichole Harney 

Treasurer: Lauren Martin 

2 Year Director: Debbie Hicks 

1 Year Director: Shirley Bridwell 

Immediate Past President: Sheila McGaughey 

Parliamentarian: Diana Walker 
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Central Region 

Michelle Burgard 
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ADDC President 

Wendy Sparks 
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Services Offered: 

*   Off-road Tax Free 

*   Diesel 

*   Propane 

*   Oil & Lubricants 

*   Fuel Polishing 

The Fuel Professionals 

Rance Reaves—Speaker 

Rance Reaves and Rena Shaffer 

Mikala Haiduk (Guest)      
and Barbara Pappas 

Jennifer Rodriguez Nichole Harney and         
 Vickie Young 

Tracy Flynn, Shirley Bridwell,                 
Doris Sterling and Susan Van Huss 

Barbara Pappas, Shirley Bridwell 
and Sheila McGaughey 
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SPOTLIGHTING OIL AND SOME OF THE BY-PRODUCTS      

CREATED FROM THIS BLACK GOLD 

 

FUEL FOR THOUGHT 

  All you need is Love  -                            
     and a little bit of oil and gas! 
Valentine’s Day is here. That means roses, romantic evenings and Hallmark moments for millions of people. 

But this annual day to celebrate love needs a bit more than Cupid and his arrow to make 
it memorable. February 14th just wouldn’t be the same without a little energy in the 
form of oil, natural gas and the benefits we derive from them. 

Roses are red. Violets are blue…. 
Sending your special someone flowers on Valentine’s Day is a tradition as old as time. 

But did you know that oil, natural gas and petroleum products play an important role 
in the bouquets you select? Think about machinery that cultivates the land or fuel that 
heats the greenhouses to grow flowers. The trucks and planes to transport them from 
the warmer climates, where most flowers are grown, to your local flower shop. The         
refrigeration systems at florists shops. All these rely on oil and natural gas. 

And, if your arrangement comes in a flower pot, there’s a good chance that pot is 
made with high density blow mold polyethylene—a product of petrochemical hydrocarbons. 

I like you a choco-LOT 
Does your sweetheart have a sweet tooth? Then there’s nothing better than chocolate. 

Every year, millions of Americans indulge in chocolate treats and truffles on Valentine’s 
Day. But behind the scenes, there’s a petroleum angle to every chocolate-flavored love 
story. 

One of the critical final steps to turning cacao beans into the chocolate pieces we know 
and love involves a process called tempering. Chocolate is heated, cooled and then    
slightly re-heated in plastic and rubber molds that are made with, you guessed it,          
petroleum products. 

It’s date night 
When you get ready for your big Valentine’s evening date, you are relying on petroleum products whether you 
know it or not. Think lipstick, deodorant, mascara, moisturizer, nail polish, perfumes and colognes, and shaving 
cream. All of these products are derived from hydrocarbon molecules to provide antistatic, plasticizer and        
viscosity properties. Oils in concentrations ranging from one to 99 percent are found in most skin creams and  
lotions, body and face cleansers and sun protection and self-tanning lotions. And your closet is likely to contain a 
few items with petroleum-based polyester fibers.  

So, when you raise you glass in a toast to ever-lasting love this Valentine’s Day, also give a bit of love to the      
petroleum-based products that make February 14th possible. 

Source:     Context: Energy Examined 

Red roses are the perfect 
Valentine expression of 
love: oil and natural gas 
help make it possible. 
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FROM THE DERRICK FLOOR 

 

A “Bit” of Oil and Gas History Through the Years 

A Little Charm, A Little Luck and the Rest (They Say) is History 

A little charm and a little luck—leads to the largest 

and most productive oil field in the United States—

the East Texas Oil Field. 

  In 1925 Ms. Daisy Bradford leased a portion of 

her 975.5 acres to  Columbus Marion “Dad” Joiner, a 

seventy-year old wildcatter with only $45 in his   

pocket, to drill for oil. He convinced her with his 

charm and promises of the schools, parks, and       

museums that would be built with the oil money. As 

part of the deal, Joiner also persuaded Bradford to 

relinquish a portion of her royalty interest in return 

for drilling the first well on the property. The first two 

attempts to find oil failed. In August 1927 Joiner 

drilled the first well, Daisy Bradford No.1, without 

luck and abandoned it in February 1928. In 1929 Joiner spudded a second well, Daisy Bradford No. 2, but no 

oil was found. In May 1929 Joiner and Ed C. Laster, Joiner’s driller, began operations on a third well, Daisy 

Bradford No. 3. This time Joiner’s crew finally found “black gold” when on October 3, 1930, the well came in 

with enough force that it showered the surrounding pine trees with oil.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo courtesy of American Oil and Gas Historical Society.     

Laseter—the Driller, Ms. Daisy Bradford and “Dad” Joiner  

 “Thousands of bystanders made their way to the site, hoping to be there when and if 

oil gushed from the well to wash away  the misery of the Great  Depression,” noted 

one Kilgore, Texas historian .         Photo courtesy of American Oil and Gas Historical Society.      
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FROM THE DERRICK FLOOR 

 

A “Bit” of Oil and Gas History Through the Years 

 Ms. Daisy Bradford played an instrumental role in the East Texas oil boom by helping Joiner and his 

crew in several ways. Between 1925 and 1930 she granted Joiner several time extensions to make lease    

payments, to allow oil workers to keep searching for petroleum. She provided financial support that helped 

Joiner buy drilling equipment and lent the cash-strapped wildcatter $5,000 to continue operations. Bradford 

also cooked for drilling crews, nursed injured workers, and offered lodging to Joiner. Her belief that oil could 

be found on her property proved to be resilient. She kept Joiner and his crew’s spirits up when they failed to 

find petroleum the first two times and encouraged them to keep going until petroleum gushed from Daisy 

Bradford No. 3. 

 According to one person who knew “Dad” Joiner, a dream was to play a major role in his search for oil 

in Rusk County. It is told that Joiner was despondent during a visit to Galveston in early 1925. As he walked 

along the seawall and watched the waves pound the rocks below, he thought about ending his life and     

troubles by throwing himself onto the jagged rocks and drowning himself.  Exhausted from travel, Joiner lay 

down to rest under a full moon and fell asleep listening to the water below. While he slept, Joiner dreamed 

that he would discover “a big oil field in East Texas!” Joiner’s dream was “so vivid” that after awakening, he 

was able to sketch the details on a sheet of paper. Joiner then returned to East Texas on foot to search for 

the place that fit his dream.  Searching the area with sketch in hand, Joiner searched for the gently rolling 

hills covered with timber and a small stream—it was the farm of Ms. Daisy Bradford. 

 Another story told is that the rig that “Dad” Joiner used had  a 

wooden sled or skid under it and he could drag it from one location to 

the next without disassembling the rig. He was in the process of     

dragging it from the Daisy Bradford #2 to the proposed site of the Daisy 

Bradford #3, when the skid broke and he did not have enough money 

to repair it.  He ended up drilling the well right where it broke down.  

How’s that for luck? 

 The discovery proved to be historic. The Daisy Bradford No. 3 

sat on the edge of the East Texas Oilfield, an enormous reservoir that 

stretched forty-five miles from north to south and five to twelve miles 

from east to west across Rusk, Gregg, Upshur, Smith and  Cherokee 

counties. Within three years, the petroleum industry declared it the 

largest oilfield in the world with 140,000 acres of oil-producing land 

that yielded  high gravity crude, the kind most in demand by refineries. 

The wildcat well at Bradford’s farm triggered an oil boom in East Texas 

that destabilized the petroleum world   market, sent prices tumbling, 

and forced state and federal government to strengthen their regulatory 

standards. 
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FROM THE DERRICK FLOOR 

 

A “Bit” of Oil and Gas History Through the Years 

 “Dad” Joiner and A.D. “Doc” Lloyd  were, in a word, scoundrels.  As it turned out, Joiner had routinely 

over sold his holdings, sometimes selling the same thing to half a dozen or more different buyers.  A.D. “Doc” 

Lloyd, his geologist, was showing a false map of the geological area, just to make the area seem more           

appealing.  As “father” of the field, Joiner was given the nickname Dad. He became involved in several         

lawsuits and after 1940 lived in retirement in Dallas.  With all of his financial problems, he worked out a deal 

to get out of his legal woes by selling the leases to H.L. Hunt for 1 million dollars.  (It is believed to have been 

worth 5 times that much at the time).  

 News of the discovery spread across the nation like a prairie fire. It set off a rush and created a typical 

“boom-town”, as hundreds of wildcatters, most of them gamblers,  leased tiny plots of land from local       

farmers.  The depression which had caused much fear and poverty was almost forgotten, as the East Texas  

area suddenly awoke like a sleeping giant.  There was so much drilling activity in the area that the rigs were 

practically stacked on top of each other. This created  too much oil to store and there wasn’t an easy way to 

get it to market. But the drillers kept striking oil.  

 By 1931 the big oil companies were demanding action. The Texas Railroad Commission ordered the 

wildcatters to stop pumping, but it didn’t go over well. The small independents rebelled, and just simply      

replied “Oh yeah, you and whose army is going to stop us?”. 

 That’s when Texas Governor Ross Sterling sent 800 National Guardsmen and a company of Texas  

Rangers to the East Texas Oilfield. The guardsmen would literally have to pull out their rifles with bayonets to 

go and make sure that their wells were shut down. After several months, the troops were replaced by Railroad 

Commission staff. But the conflict wasn’t over. This was happening during prohibition and a lot of people had 

become very good at transporting illegal liquids.  Also, some producers created fake wells to launder illegal 

crude, and drilled holes in pipelines to sneak it away.  

 Since its discovery, the East Texas Oil Field has produced more than 5.2 billion barrels of oil, and      

originally is believed to have contained more than 7 billion barrels. Drilling increased rapidly from seven wells   

every two weeks to seven wells a day and then to one hundred a day and more. The first oil produced sold for 

$1.10 a barrel, but the price dropped to .05 cents as  supply flooded the market.  This production also gave the 

Allies the petroleum reserves needed to win World War II. 

 It’s hard to believe that this historic East Texas oil field was discovered some 94 years ago with just a 

little “Texas” charm and a little luck. The best part about this story is the field is still producing today proving 

that the legacy lives on. 

 

Submitted by: Sheila McGaughey                     

        

References: East Texas Historical Journal, American Oil and Gas Historical Society,  Wikipedia 
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January 11, 2024 

From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

Cold wave expected to drive electricity demand up 

By Alex Mills 

As a winter cold front sweeps across the country, energy providers prepare for large increases in demand. 

In Texas, the Electric Reliability Council predicts record power usage and issued a weather watch for Jan. 15-17. ERCOT be-

lieves power usage will reach 79 gigawatts breaking the record of 65 gigawatts. 

Even though demand is expected to reach record proportion, ERCOT believes there will be ample supply. Natural gas, the 
leading source of electricity generation in Texas and the U.S., is being produced at a record pace along with wind and solar. 
Nuclear and coal will be utilized, also. Natural gas provides 43% of the energy to generate electricity nationwide followed by 
nuclear at 18%, coal 16%, wind 10%, hydro 8% and solar 4%, according to EIA data through October. 

The future looks bright, too. Natural gas demand and production in the U.S. are expected to set new records in 2024 and 

2025, according to recent forecasts by the Natural Gas Supply Association (NGSA) and the Energy Information Administra-

tion (EIA). 

NGSA forecasts overall demand growth to average 121.4 billion cubic feet per day (bcf/d), which is about a 3% increase over 

2023. Even though natural gas exports – primarily driven by liquefied natural gas (LNG) and pipeline deliveries to Mexico – 

will establish the largest gains, residential and commercial usage is expected to increase, too.  

Natural gas will continue to be the leading source of electricity generation in the U.S. and EIA forecast no change in 2024 and 

2025, but solar is expected to experience the biggest gains this year, EIA stated. 

“We expect solar power to be the leading source of growth in electricity generation in both 2024 and 2025 as 36 gigawatts 
(GW) and 43 GW of new solar capacity come on line, respectively,” EIA stated in its Short-Term Energy Forecast released on 
Jan. 9. “The new capacity will boost the solar share of total generation to 6% in 2024 and 7% in 2025, up from 4% in 2023.” 
We expect that electricity generation from natural gas will be unchanged in 2024 and 2025 compared with 2023. 

   

EIA projects a 1% to 2% increase in production or about 1.5 billion cubic feet per day (Bcf/d) in 2024 and 1.3 Bcf/d in 2025, 

down from growth of 4.0 Bcf/d in 2023. “The slowing growth reflects a drop in natural gas production associated with oil 

drilling in the Permian Basin. U.S. dry natural gas production of 105 Bcf/d in 2024 and 106 Bcf/d in 2025 would both be rec-

ords,” EIA said. 

 “We expect the spot price of natural gas to average $2.70 per million British thermal units (MMBtu) in 2024 and rise to an 
average of about $3.00/MMBtu in 2025, up from an average of $2.54/MMBtu in 2023,” EIA said. “Prices increase because of 
slowing growth in natural gas production and increasing U.S. lique-
fied natural gas exports, particularly in 2025 following the addition 
of new export capacity in late 2024. However, we expect upward 
price pressures will be limited by relatively flat consumption of nat-
ural gas in the electric power sector and persistently high invento-
ries.” 

  

  

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy    

Producers  
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From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

Texas electric grid passes first winter test 

By Alex Mills 

Apparently the changes to the electric power grid in Texas following the massive winter storm in 2021 have been successful 

in avoiding any power failure during the recent five-day storm. 

The Texas Legislature and Governor Abbott passed legislation mandating the weatherization of natural gas facilities and 

securing additional natural gas inventories for emergency use, if needed. 

The storm reached the Panhandle and North Texas during Friday, Jan. 12, and temperatures plunged below freezing. The 

sub-freezing temperatures stayed for more than 80 hours in many locations until Wednesday afternoon. In North Texas the 

low temperature of 7 degrees was a record. 

The cold weather put the revisions to the electricity grid to its first major winter test. 

The Electric Reliability Council of Texas (ERCOT) had predicted record-breaking demand of 79,000 megawatts (MW) during 

the storm. Demand peaked on Jan. 16 at 8 a.m. at 78,173 MW, and it came  close to reaching its committed capacity of 85,088 

MW. 

Natural gas was the major source of energy to generate the electricity providing 58% (44,622 MW) at 8 a.m. Jan. 16 followed 

by coal at 15% (11,855 MW), wind at 11% (8,491MW), solar 9% (7,185 MW), and nuclear 7% (5,125 MW), according to ER-

COT. 

ERCOT issued requests to consumers to conserve as much as possible from 6 a.m. to 9 a.m. on Jan. 15 and 16 when demand 

was at its highest. For example, on Jan. 16 early morning demand was 72,105 MW and peaked at 78,173 MW at 8 a.m. and 

fell to 71,121 MW by noon. By noon on Jan. 17, temperatures began to rise and demand dropped to 68,572 MW composed of 

37% of natural gas, 27% wind, 13% solar, 11% coal, and 7% nuclear. 

Some snow and ice were reported from the Dallas/Fort Worth area down to Corpus Christi and in East Texas. Two refineries 

on the Gulf Coast reported temporary problems. 

The price of natural gas did spike on spot trading. Realtime Hub averaged $64 during the morning of Jan. 17, according to 

ERCOT’s web page, and some locations reported prices exceeding $100. However, trading on the New York Mercantile Ex-

change for 30-day delivery closed at $2.90 on Jan. 16. 

Natural gas prices have been around $3 per thousand cubic feet (mcf) during most of 2023.  

Record production and mild weather have contributed to the largest inventories of natural gas since 2020.  As of the week 

ended Jan. 5, there were about 3.3 trillion cubic feet of natural gas in storage, 12% higher than the trailing five-year average, 

according to the U.S. Energy Information Administration as reported by the Wall Street Journal. Since November, the U.S. has 

been withdrawing natural gas from storage at a rate that is 28% lower than the trailing five-year average, according to the 

EIA. 

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. 
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From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

 

 

OPEC expects oil demand to increase 

By Alex Mills 

The Organization of Petroleum Exporting Countries – better known as OPEC – has become the major source of crude oil ex-

ports worldwide. During the pandemic, it took in several additional countries, including Russia and it became known as 

OPEC+. 

The 22 countries of OPEC+ provided 27% of the world’s crude oil with Saudi Arabia and Russia leading the other nations 

with production totals of roughly 10 million barrels per day (b/d) each. 

As time passed and worldwide demand changed, OPEC+ reduced its production quotas in an effort reduce the amount of oil 

on the market. Saudi Arabia’s currently produces 9 million b/d. Russia’s current production is more difficult to determine because of 

sanctions placed on it by the U.S. and other countries after Russia invaded Ukraine two years ago, but it is estimated to be about 8 million 

b/d. 

Global inflation and slow economic growth resulted in less demand for oil from these countries in recent years. 

At the same time, oil production in the U.S. increased to a high of 13 million b/d by the end of 2023.  

An oversupply of oil caused a weakening of price. Brent crude, which is traded on the international market, dropped as did West Texas 

Intermediate, which is traded on the New York Mercantile Exchange, below $60 per barrel. 

OPEC+ has reduced production quotas five times since October 2022 in an effort to stop the decline. 

Brent crude oil closed at $80.29 and WTI closed at $75.40 on Jan. 24. 

OPEC expects demand to increase 2% during the coming months to 104.36 million b/d, according to its forecast released this week. 

OPEC projects demand increasing 2.25 million b/d in 2024 and 1.8 million b/d in 2025. 

OPEC’s projections appear to be very optimistic on the demand side of the equation. Several major factors that could negatively impact 

demand include Russia’s war with Ukraine, escalation of the Israeli-Hamas conflict, Iran’s involvement in the fighting, and China’s econo-

my needs to improve. 

On the other hand, inflation has diminished but is still a concern, and the economy of the European Union is recovering. 

If demand continues to increase as supplies remain at current level, prices should remain close to current levels. Any pressure on availa-

bility of supplies will put pressure on prices to rise. 

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. 
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From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

Oil industry analysts expect volatility during 2024 

By Alex Mills 

The oil and gas industry experienced unusual volatility in 2023 as production in the U.S. exceeded all expectations while facing many 

challenges. 

Oil production reached a record high of 13.2 million barrels per day (b/d) in December, which is the most production by any country 

ever. 

Even though oil prices remained fairly constant (beginning the year at $74 per barrel, rising to a high of $93 in September, and drop-

ping again to $71 in December), the industry fought through many negatives. 

On the international scene, war and military conflicts in Europe and the Middle East created uncertain situations, inflation in the 

U.S. and in Europe hampered demand, implementation of more anti-oil programs globally, and lack of capital to invest in future de-

velopment. 

Most U.S. oil companies experienced declines in their stock prices last year.  

The two largest companies, ExxonMobil and Chevron, both declined in 2023. ExxonMobil dropped from $112 per share in January to 

$99 in December a 12% decline, and Chevron’s stock fell 17% from $180 to $149.  

Other publicly held companies had negative years, too. ConocoPhillips down 3%, Devon off 7%, EOG down 8%, Marathon Oil off 8%, 

Occidental Petroleum declined 8%, and Pioneer Natural Resources declined 5%. 

The only company that ended 2023 with a higher stock price of the top 20 surveyed was Diamondback Energy. Diamondback’s stock 

price opened at $145 and closed the year at $155, a 7% gain. 

ExxonMobil, Chevron, and Occidental were involved in large mergers during 2023. ExxonMobil purchased Pioneer Natural Resources 

in a $59.5 billion merger. Chevron acquired Hess for $53 million. Occidental purchased CrownRock for $12 billion. 

Many industry analysts expect 2024 to remain volatile. 

“Looking ahead to 2024, commodity prices will depend considerably on weather and economic concerns, while geopolitical factors 

should continue to drive some of the more dramatic swings,” wrote Dennis Kessler and Jason Reimbold, both with BOK Financial, in 

the January issue of The American Oil & Gas Reporter. 

Kessler and Reimbold point out the Israel-Hamas conflict creates concern about future oil supplies, especially if it expands to Iran, 

but traders are focusing on ready supplies, which have not been interrupted. However, global crude oil inventories are on the low 

side. 

 “On the negative side, weakening economy in both Europe and Asia are on course to suppress demand, and excessively low prices 

can be similarly damaging – or even more so – than excessively high ones. Although $100 a barrel oil is high enough to damage the 

global economy, $50 a barrel is too low in an inflated economy and also damages oil’s infrastructure,” Kessler and Reimbold wrote. 

“The energy market tends to be volatile in the best of time,” they said. “However, given the global unrest that currently centers 

around the energy sector (both in Ukraine and the Middle East), volatility is more certain than ever as we enter 2024.” 

-30- 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. 
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From the Desk of Alex Mills….. 

HERE'S THIS WEEK'S ENERGY COLUMN A LITTLE EARLY 

Texas petroleum industry had unusual year 

By Alex Mills 

The petroleum industry in Texas had an unusual year in 2023: it produced more crude oil and natural gas in 

the state’s history, but declining exploration and production indicators could be sending a different message 

about the future. 

The Texas Petro Index, a monthly measure of growth rates an cycles in the Texas upstream economy, fell for 

11 consecutive months in 2023 from 178.3 in December 2022 to 154.4 in December 2023, which is a decline of 

13.4%. 

 “Rising crude oil and natural gas production and still-growing industry employment were unable to offset 
lower prices, fewer rigs at work, and lower values of statewide production, pushing the TPI downward in 2023 
after the January peak,” said Karr Ingham, Petroleum Economist for the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers, 
and the creator of the TPI analysis.  “But Texas oil and gas producers, with extraordinary efficiency and 
productivity gains on full display, still managed to grow production significantly, setting new records for 
statewide output along the way.” 

Statewide crude oil production in Texas surpassed two billion barrels for the first time ever in 2023, and 
reached a record 5.62 million barrels per day in December 2023, Ingham said. Daily production, which peaked 
pre-COVID at 5.45 million barrels in March 2020, finally reached and exceeded that level fully three years later 
in March 2023. Texas annual crude oil production in 2023 outpaced the 2022 annual total by a stout 8.5%, and 
comprised 42.6% of U.S. annual production. 

Texas natural gas production exceeded 12 trillion cubic feet (TCF) for the first time at an estimated 12.5 TCF in 
2023, an increase of 7.4% over the 2022 annual total, Ingham said.   

“Surprisingly, however, these milestones were accomplished with a significant and sustained decline in the 
statewide rig count and fewer drilling permits issued over the course of the year,” Ingham said.  “The Texas rig 
count climbed to its post-COVID high of 379 in January 2023, and then fell by 76 rigs to 303 in November, be-
fore adding four rigs in December. At year-end 2023 the rig count was down by nearly 18% compared to the 
December 2022 monthly average.” 

At the same time the number of drilling permits declined by 16.5% in 2023. 

It is unusual that production would increase by such a substantial margin (8% for oil and 7% for natural gas) 
while the drilling permits and the rig count decline by 18% and 16%, respectively. 

Additionally, all of this occurred with a workforce that is a third smaller than it was 10 years ago. 

 “Texas is increasingly leading the way in terms of supply growth domestically and globally, helping to meet 
the ever-growing demand for abundant, affordable, and reliable energy at home and around the world,” said 
Ingham. “For this, oil and gas operators in Texas of all shapes and sizes are worthy of thanks, not scorn, and 
their accomplishments in powering our economy, improving our everyday lives, and enhancing America’s en-
ergy security should be widely celebrated.” 

-30-                                 Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers 
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To view this article in its entirety, scan the QR code. 

TXOGA—Todd Staples 2023 Annual Energy & Economic Impact Report 

Check out this 
great article!  
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The Texas power grid is on the verge of another fatal collapse.         

Green energy is absent 

Hopefully this time we can avoid turning off vital fossil fuel installations 

David Blackmon 

The Telegraph—16 January, 2024 

 

The situation on the Texas power grid this week is going to be crucial not just for the grid’s         

managers at ERCOT (Electric Reliability Council of Texas), but also for natural gas suppliers and 

generators. As weather conditions continued to evolve and deteriorate across the state, ERCOT has 

issued a conservation request to business and private customers to be in effect from 6am to 10am 

CST, a time of peak power demand and low renewable production. 

ERCOT’s request blamed the latest failure of the state’s huge wind industry on “unseasonable low 

wind” conditions, but the reality that the wind tends to die down as temperatures drop is one of the 

most open secrets in the history of weather.  ERCOT officials cannot control weather conditions,  

obviously, but they can anticipate they will get a lot less wind contribution  then their models predict 

whenever the weather is not ideal. That’s just a given. 

Equally obvious is the fact that they will get zero generation from the state’s ballyhooed solar farms 

when the sun isn’t shining, and ERCOT’s managers should have learned last summer that the battery 

storage facilities will also fail to deliver much whenever the weather is too hot or, as it is this week, 

too cold. 

The state’s generation mix taken from ERCOT’s app at 7:19 am. Monday tells that story pretty 

clear. What we see is 0 percent contribution from solar, 0.8 percent from power storage, and just 6.8 

percent from wind. Meanwhile, the “fossil fuels” so detested by the state’s legacy media sites were 

kicking in 84.9 percent of total generation, with a whopping 67.2 percent coming from the state’s 

natural gas industry. 
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(The Texas power grid—The Telegraph continued) 

So, as is always the case on the Texas grid despite all the renewables-boosting propaganda from the 

state and national media, the situation for consumers will come down to whether natural gas produc-

ers can keep their wells pumping, natural gas pipeline companies can  keep the gas flowing through 

their pipelines, and natural gas power generators can prevent their plants from freezing up.  A lot of 

that failed to happen during Winter Storm Uri in February 2021, and massive blackouts lasting for 

days at a time resulted in the deaths of 300 or more of my fellow Texans. 

The problem was made a lot worse back then because ERCOT turned off the electricity to wells, com-

pressors, and pipelines. ERCOT, Texas regulators, and the industry itself have worked to get grid-

critical sites properly identified since 2021 to prevent that mistake from  happening again.  If that 

claim is accurate, then the grid should be able to maintain service to all Texas customers during this 

severe weather event. If that claim is not accurate, then there could be trouble. 

But the bottom line here in either event is clear:  The success or failure of the Texas power grid when 

the chips are down is entirely  related to the performance not of renewables, but natural gas. This is a 

time for the industry to shine. All Texans should be grateful to the thousands of men and women 

working in the gas industry to make that happen. 

 

David Blackmon had a 40 year career in the US energy industry, the last 23 years of which were spent in the 

public arena, managing regulatory and legislative issues for various companies. He continues to write and 

podcast on energy matters. 

 

Sent in by Nichole Harney 
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Cecil Duke  - February 9 

Ashley Pierce—February 11 

Rena Shaffer—February 12 

Chelsie Ingram—February 15 

Jennifer Lindemann—February 22 

 

 

 

to Nichole Harney and Greg Schmidt on the passing of his Mother,   

Lori Bosarge, 62 on January 10, 2024 in Albuquerque, NM.         

Please keep them in your thoughts and prayers. 

 

 

 

 

Sending lots of  Love and Well Wishes to Geneva Wood. 

She had back surgery to repair a slipped disc on January 15th.  

She is doing therapy and recuperating at home. 

”Find a group of people who challenge and       

inspire you;  spend a lot of time with them, and it 

will change your life”                      - Amy Poehler 
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Central Region Meeting Rotation Schedule 

Pat Hensley 

2024       Great Bend 

2025       Tulsa 

2026       Lone Star Club of Dallas 

2027       Wichita 

 

Pat Hensley has been a little bit under the weather  

lately. If you have time, we know that she would love to 

receive a card from each of the members in the club.  

Please send to:  

                         Pat Hensley 

                         5558 Autumn Winds Ct 

                         Flower Mound, Texas 75028-2388 

 

The Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita Falls wants 
you to know that we respect and value the digital 
privacy of individuals who do not want their       
pictures on social media.   

Please  fill out the Release Statement on page 4 to 
let us know your preference. 

Thank you—Rena Shaffer 

2028          Graham 
2029          Oklahoma City 

2030          Liberal 

2031          Wichita Falls 



P A G E   42  

 

Monthly Board 

Meetings will be held 

the first Tuesday of 

each month in the 

office of Eagle Oil &  

Gas Co. at Noon. 

All members are 

invited to attend. 

 

Eagle Oil and Gas Co. 

2525 Kell Blvd, Ste 510 

Wichita Falls, TX 

76308 

2024 Board of Directors 

PROGRAM  PAGE 
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February 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29   

 Board Mtg. 

Board Mtg. Cecil Duke 

Ashley Pierce Rena Shaffer 

Jennifer   
Lindemann 

Membership   
Meeting 

Groundhog Day 

President’s Day 

March 2024 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

31       

Membership 
Meeting 

Jordan 

Jackson 

Nichole 

Harney 

Geneva 

Wood 

Daylight Savings Time—March 10th—Spring Forward 

Board Mtg. 
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Sheila McGaughey, Editor 

P.O. Box 2249 

Wichita Falls, Texas 76307 

Phone: 940-716-5340 

Email: smcgaughey@sjoc.net 

 

Nichole Harney, Editor 

Email:  nichole@cobraogc.com 

 

Ashley Pierce, Editor 

Email:   ashley.pierce@burkroyalty.com 

 

The Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita Falls was 

chartered on October 1, 1952, and has been     

serving professionals in the energy industry in the 

Wichita Falls area ever since. 

Being a member is a great opportunity to connect 

with professionals in the energy industry and     

expand your knowledge and network. The club 

focuses on promoting education and fostering   

professional development in the petroleum,       

energy, and allied industries. 

The club organizes monthly meetings, field trips, 

seminars and hosts a fantastic annual golf         

tournament. 

Greater Knowledge—Greater Service — Discover the Endless Possibilities 

Desk and Derrick Club of 

Wichita Falls 

President 

Wendy Sparks   

Oklahoma City Club  

President Elect 

Kathy Martin 

Lafayette Club 

Secretary 

Kelli Hiltbrand 

Liberal Club  

Treasurer 

Sue Weaver             
San Antonio Club 

Parliamentarian 

Evelyn Green 

San Antonio Club 
 

Immediate Past Pres. 

Barbara Pappas 

Wichita Falls Club 

2024 ADDC Board of Directors 

Central Region Director 

Michelle Burgard 

Oklahoma City Club 
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Coming soon! 

Scan to access the 

ADDC HOMEPAGE 


