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Editor’s Musings 
 

Gary and I enjoyed our vacation to the Smokies at the end 
of September.  Driving back on I75, I kept noticing the  
beauty in the scars sustained by the hillsides commonly 
called roadcuts.  To construct the highway and make it as 
smooth and safe as possible, engineers and construction 
crews had drilled into the layers of rock and set explosive 
charges to break the rocks into manageable pieces so they could be hauled away.   

 
Observing the roadcuts took me back to a field trip the old Tri-
State Club took many years ago to a highway roadcut near  
Owensboro, Kentucky. We parked our vehicles on the side of 
the road; and with the help of a local geologist, went looking for 
fossils dislodged from the side of the hill.  (Parking alongside a 
Kentucky highway probably wouldn’t be allowed today.)  Of 
course, the fossil I found wouldn’t be considered  impressive to 

most people; but I found it, and I kept it!  Look closer, there are several small rem-
nants of ancient creatures imbedded in my fossil. 
 
INOGA is holding their annual meeting in New Harmony, Indiana, again this year on 
October 12th.  In addition to the two failed utopian societies which help make the town 
a popular tourist site, do you know how much oil and gas history was made in New 
Harmony?   
 
David Dale Owen, son of Robert Dale Owen founder of the second utopian society in 
New Harmony, became Indiana’s state geologist as well as the first state geologist for 
Kentucky and Arkansas.  In addition, he was appointed as the U.S. geologist in 1839.  
In this role, he led federal surveys of the Midwestern United States which included  
Iowa, Missouri, Wisconsin, Minnesota, and part of northern Illinois.  Owen's most    
significant contribution to the field of geology was identifying and naming major       
geological formations of the Mississippi River Valley and placing them in relative     
position on a geological timeline. He also helped standardize the nomenclature of   
geological structures in the Midwest.  
 
Owen amassed an extensive personal collection of natural history specimens at New 
Harmony where he constructed a geological laboratory and museum that served as 
the headquarters of the U.S. Geological Survey until 1856.  At the time of his death in 
1860, Owen’s museum at New Harmony included some 85,000 items which included 
rocks, fossils, paleological specimens, minerals, and crystals.  Over time, most of 
these specimens have been lost or destroyed.  However, some of them can be viewed 
at the Working Men’s Institute in New Harmony, the Smithsonian Institution in Wash-
ington, DC and in Owen Hall at Indiana University.    
 
Donna L. Hartig, Editor 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mississippi_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Geological_Survey
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Hydrocarbon Needed To Produce Electric Vehicles 

Author: Donna L. Hartig 

 

According to a CNBC article by Michael Wayland published September 27th, Ford is     
partnering with South Korean-based battery supplier SK Innovation to 
invest $11.5 billion dollars in new U.S. facilities that will create nearly 
11,000 jobs to produce electric vehicles (EV) and batteries.  The 
project includes two twin lithium-ion battery plants in central Ken-
tucky as well as a massive 3,600-acre campus in west Tennessee.  
The Tennessee campus will include another a battery plant built with 
SK along with a supplier park, recycling center and a new assembly 
plant for electric F-Series trucks.  The projects are expected to add 11,000 new jobs. Ford 
says it plans to cover the costs through company profits versus borrowing money.  All that 
sounds great, especially for our Kentucky neighbors.  
 
Now another side of the coin.  In 2022, Panasonic Energy, a Japanese based-company, 
broke ground on a 4 million-square-foot electric vehicle (EV) battery project in De Soto, 
Kansas, which is positioned to be one of the largest facilities of its kind in the U.S.  While 
the end goal is intended to transition from the use of hydrocarbon produced energy to 
“green energy”, here’s the catch.  Evergy, the utility company serving the factory, is delay-
ing plans to transition to natural gas by the end of this year and will continue burning coal 
at a part of its nearby Lawrence Energy Center until at least 2028.  As reported in the   
Kansas City Star, the EV factory will require between 200 and 250 megawatts of electricity 
to operate, which is about the amount needed to power a small city.  
   

 Also, according to The Wichita Eagle, Evergy asked the Kansas Corporation 
Commission (KCC) to approve raising 735,000 residential customers‘ energy 
bills an average of 10% to as much as 25% in some parts of the state to help 
pay for the infrastructure required to meet Panasonic’s anticipated electricity 
demand.  The KCC denied Evergy’s rate increase request saying the project’s 

expenditures remain too uncertain for a decision to be made.  Evergy will get a chance to 
respond to the KCC’s recommendations at an evidentiary hearing next week.  The KCC will 
make its decision about the rate hikes in December.   
 
American Coal Council CEO Emily Arthun said that despite the influx of green energy     
initiatives, there’s a growing recognition that U.S. energy still relies on coal.  Arthun told the 
Cowboy State Daily "I met with senators and representatives who understand that we’re 
going to need coal for far longer than people are talking about. People are starting to      
understand that energy needs are increasing, and these premature [coal-fired power plant] 
closures are a liability."   

Conclusion:  In the foreseeable future, we will continue to need hydrocarbon-based energy 
in addition to and even for the development of alternative energy sources.   
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 
September 21, 2023 Minutes 

 

The September meeting was held at Kemper CPA’s office on September 21, 2023.  The following 
members were present: Emily VanHaaften, Ryan Masterson, Beth Etzkorn, Karen Chamberlain, 
Alesia Cato and Michael Nelligan.  Jennifer Birkner and Sam Thomas attended via Webex.  Cody 
Slyter attended the meeting as a guest.   
 
President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:38PM.  The August minutes were sent 
to the club prior to the meeting.  Emily VanHaaften motioned to approve the minutes.  Ryan  
Masterson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Ryan Masterson presented the 
Treasurer’s report.  Beth Etzkorn made a motion to approve the report, subject to audit. Karen 
Chamberlain seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   
     
Under Old Business: 
Emily gave an update on the Golf ‘n Grub.  We had a total of 126 people registered.  All funds 
have been collected with the exception of one check, which should be on the way.  We will net 
$3,781 after expenses. The bar bill was much lower than last year at $550 compared to $1,300 in 
2022.   
Emily suggested the profit was too high for an Industry Appreciation event.  The room agreed that 
a profit of around $1500 would be a more ideal target for the future.  To help keep the profit lower, 
it was suggest we increase spending for the prizes and give every attendee a  raffle ticket.  Prices 
of golf teams and sponsorships will also be reconsidered next year. To help get the 2023 profit 
more in line with the target, it was suggested to have a major giveaway at INOGA’s Annual Meet-
ing in October and IOGA’s Annual Meeting in March.  For INOGA, Emily will price a “Casino 
Weekend Basket” at Bally’s in Evansville.  Emily will look into pricing a package valued around 
$750.  The next Golf ‘n Grub is tentatively scheduled for August 16, 2023.  Emily will check on 
September 2023 available dates.   
 
Under New Business: 
Michael reminded everyone of the upcoming pork loin fundraiser taking place on October 27th. 
     
Jennifer volunteered to help at the booth and 50/50 drawing at INOGA’s Annual Meeting.  It was 
decided that it was time to update our booth for trade shows.  Michael will look into     getting pric-
ing for a new backdrop or sign. 
   
A slate of officers for 2024 will need to be presented at our October meeting.  Michael asked for 
volunteers for a Nominating Committee.  Emily and Alesia volunteered for the committee.  They 
will need to nominate a President, Vice President, Treasurer, Secretary and one Director.  Linda 
Henning will remain a Director for one more year.  Jennifer Birkner has volunteered to serve as 
Treasurer.  Beth Etzkorn volunteered to serve as a Director.  To make sure we have a quorum for 
our November meeting, a survey will be sent out to determine the best location for the meeting.   
Ryan Masterson gave the presentation “Estate Tax Mechanics and Planning”.   
   
Beth made motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:52PM.  Alesia seconded the motion and it passed 
unanimously. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
Michael Nelligan, President 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of educating 

its members and the general public about the petroleum and allied 

energy industries and their contributions to society.  Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each month.  Membership is open to per-

sons employed in or retired from the petroleum, energy and allied 

industries as well as individuals interested in increasing their 

knowledge about these industries.  For more information about the 

Tri-State Club, contact Pres. Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining 

& Logistics, LLC, 401 Southwind Plaza, Mt. 

Vernon, IN  47620     Telephone:  812.833.2526 

 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 
Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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October 2023 

Tri-State 

Meeting 

INOGA 
Meeting 

 

Tri-State 

Fund Raiser 

IRPB IL  

Basin 
Celebra-

tion 


