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In May, Katy McKinley, President of 

the Liberal Desk and Derrick Club 

went to the Hooker, Oklahoma 

elementary school and presented 

the magic suitcase to the third- 

grade classes with the help of the 

Bit of Fun Books.  In July, she was 

asked to come and make a 

presentation to the summer readers 

at the Olive Warner Memorial 

Library in Hooker.  Both events 

made the local paper, the Hooker 

Advance. 
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Liberal Club President’s Letter 

Here I am asking myself, as you probably are too – where has the summer gone!  We 

took the months of June and July off from meeting together, and now school has 

started and my granddaughter who I was rocking just yesterday as a baby, is a 

sophomore!  Still don’t know how that is possible and she will be a senior next time I 

blink.  Makes me think of the song, time keeps on slipping, slipping, slipping into the 

future. Sigh…..  With the school year starting back up, we still have schools to visit to 

present the Petro Molly and Petro Mac books and share the “Magic Suitcase”.  

Hopefully, we can get these scheduled before the holidays roll in.  Next month, we will 

determine who will be our officers for 2024, and will then vote on those at the October 

meeting.   

Speaking of time, our Annual Convention is fast approaching.  This year, the 

convention is sponsored by the West Region September 20-24, 2023, at the Sandia 

Resort & Casino in Albuquerque, NM.  Wow, just the word “resort” has me all fired up!  I 

am hoping as many of our members as possible will be able to go this year as it is 

within driving distance.  I googled it and from Liberal, it is 384 miles.  Two of the field 

trips, (#2 – Santa Fe, and #4 Sandia Peak Aerial Tram, and Casa Rondena Winery & 

Lunch) have already booked up, but you can get on a waiting list.  I plan to attend the 

Science and Tech Tour which visits the New Mexico Museum of Natural History and 

Science, UNM Geology & Meteorite Museum and the National Museum of Nuclear 

Science.   Sounds like I better pack my tennis shoes.   The final portion of this field trip 

will focus on team building where we will try to Escape Room together.  If you’ve never 

done an Escape Room, you are missing out!  Also, the format of the meetings has 

changed where we will have the awards luncheon Saturday afternoon.  So, Barbara 

stated to leave our fancy duds at home and we can come back on Saturday afternoon 

instead of having to spend Saturday night and come home Sunday.  There are also 

seminars, one led by Evelyn Green – Desk and Derrick 101.  Here you can learn 

everything you ever wanted to know about Desk and Derrick but were afraid to ask.   

The other is AIMEE 101 presented by the 2023 Contest Chair and Regional 

Representative.  But seeing my fellow Desk and Derrick Members is the highlight of the 

Convention! 

As I close this month’s letter.  Remember, our industry is important to our country.  

ADDC is important to our industry.  Our Central Region is important to ADDC.  Our 

Liberal Club is important to the Central Region, but most of all, each of you play an part 

in making all of our lives better through our friendship. 

 

Katy McKinley 

 


