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March 2023     Tri-State Desk and Derrick  

Editor’s Musings 
By Donna L. Hartig 

  
It’s March; and in case your haven’t noticed, the Daffodils are popping up 
everywhere with their bright yellow blossoms telling us spring is just 
around the corner.  Spring officially occurs when the sun crosses the imaginary  
celestial equator line headed north. Imagine standing on the equator; the sun 
would pass directly overhead on its way north. This year that will be on March 
20th.  Regardless of the scientific explanation, I’m looking forward to tempera-
tures not bouncing from below freezing to the high seventies every day or two and 
to start thinking about warmer weather being here for hosting the Northeast       
Region Meeting in May. This past week, plans for the field trip, seminars and   
business meeting were finalized, and the packet with all the details should arrive  
in your mailbox any day now—-if it hasn’t already.   
  
Spring also means we’re thinking about getting outside, removing winter debris, 
replacing trees and shrubs and planting flowers.  Don’t forget—-call 811 twenty-
four hours before you dig even in your own yard so you don’t damage any buried 
gas, electric or communication lines.  Calling 811 to locating and mark any buried 
lines is a free service, and it’s the law.  That number is the same for all states in the 
tri-state area.   
  
Also, don’t forget to set your clocks forward one hour before you retire on Saturday 
evening March 11th.  First adopted in 1918 with the idea that it would save oil and 
electricity during WWI, there’s currently a bill in Congress called the Sunshine 
Protection Act which would make daylight savings time permanent in the U.S.  
This same bill passed the Senate last year by unanimous consent, meaning no   
senators opposed it, but the bill stalled in the House which caused it to expire at 
the end of the last session of Congress.   
  
According to a 2011 study by Matthew Kotchen, an economics professor at Yale 
University, “the real reason for why this policy came to be and we first started     
using it was because of energy, and right now it’s a completely open question about 
whether or not it saves energy.”  His study found that it cost Indiana households  
an extra $9 million per year in electrical bills because, although they didn’t use 
their lights as often, they used more energy for heating and cooling.  That study 
was  conducted prior to the introduction of LED lighting which further reduces the 
cost of electricity for lighting. 
  
Daylight saving time—-the reasoning I always heard was to give executives more 
daylight in the evenings for golf in the summer and for switching back to standard 
time in the winter months was so kids didn’t have to wait to catch the school bus in 
the dark.  I’m not sure either of those reasonings were true.  What’s your opinion? 
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club Minutes 
                 February 16, 2023 

 
The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club met virtually on February 16, 2023, with the following mem-
bers attending:  Michael Nelligan, Sam Thomas, Dan Eager, Emily VanHaaften, Jim Elder Linda 
Henning, Harrison Cash, Adam Dickerson, and Donna Hartig.  Minutes from the January meeting 
were distributed in the February Tri-State News.  Emily moved the minutes be approved as written, 
Sam seconded the motion, and it passed unanimously. There was no treasurer’s report. 
 
The IOGA meeting will be March 8th-10th.  Emily, Donna, Beth Etzkorn and Lynda Middlecalf will 
work the Tri-State booth. The scholarship application needs to be posted to our Facebook page. 
Last year’s scholarship winner of $2,000 has been accepted at the Hobart Institute of Welding in 
Ohio, and the funds will be forwarded to the school upon receipt of paperwork.  Michael reminded 
everyone dues for 2023 need to be received by the end of February. 
 
Michael and RD Kelli Hiltbrand met with the French Lick Resort representative regarding the an-
ticipated attendance for the Northeast Region Meeting in May. The Resort agreed to lower our food 
and beverage requirement to $4,000 and our occupancy rate from 130 to 90 nights. They should be 
sending a contract addendum to Kelli. 
 
There was a general discussion on the field trip. Even though the cost is $3.00 higher for the longer 
tour at Marengo Cave, this one will best accommodate our group as it has fewer stairs and flatter 
terrain.  Brian Nuttall with the Kentucky Geological Survey will be moderating our tour through the 
cave. Everyone will being responsible for the costs of their meal at Winzerwald Winery. Following 
our visit at an Illinois Basin production site we will be boarding the bus at approximately 3:15 to ar-
rive back at the hotel by 4:00. The Thursday ice breaker will be in the hotel’s bowling alley with eve-
ryone responsible for their own refreshments and/or bowling.  The Energy Technician Certification 
Class-Natural Resources will be on geology and will take place Friday from 8:00 AM until approxi-
mately 2:00 PM. The cost of the "Grab and Go” lunch will be included in the registration fee.  The 
theme for Friday night’s dinner will include logos from various energy companies in the northeast 
region with a 20-minute slide show presention by Countrymark and an IRPB presentation.  We’ll 
also be plugging Tri-State’s scholarship program. The business meeting will be Saturday from 8:00 
AM until 11:30 AM followed by a reception and then the awards luncheon at 12:00 PM.  All events 
will be on Eastern Daylight time. 
 
Each attendee will receive a “goody bag” at registration with water, snacks, etc. as we will not have a 
designated hospitality room.   
 
Michael will check with John Girot regarding the date for our Spring Pork Loin fundraiser. The Pe-
troleum History Annual event will be held at the Countrymark Pavilion May 11th-13th.   
Michael introduced our newest member, Harrison Cash who works at Countrymark in Gauging and 
Crude Accounting.   
 
Sam Thomas moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:30 PM.  Donna Hartig seconding the motion and it 
passed unanimously.   

Acting Secretary, Donna L Hartig 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of educating 

its members and the general public about the petroleum and allied 

energy industries and their contributions to society.  Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each month.  Membership is open to per-

sons employed in or retired from the petroleum, energy and allied 

industries as well as individuals interested in increasing their 

knowledge about these industries.  For more information about the 

Tri-State Club, contact Pres. Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining 

& Logistics, LLC, 401 Southwind Plaza, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620     

Telephone:  812.833.2526 

 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 
Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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