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February 2023 Tri-State Desk and Derrick  

Editor’s Musings     

Gary and I watch a lot of the home remodeling shows on HGTV, and one of the 
things the homeowners almost always request is a gas range. I’m not sure if that 
is actually HGTV promoting gas ranges or if it is the homeowners’ true preference.  
When we bought our house over 50 years ago, it was wired for an electric range, 
and that’s what I’ve gotten use to using. But, when we added the “canning kitchen” 
in the basement, I requested a gas range because it is easier to control the heat 
when using a pressure cooker/canner.  When you turn it off, it stops heating      
immediately.  

All that being said, I was shocked to read a June 2022 article by Susan Shelley 
reporting the South Coast Air Quality Management District in southern California is 
proposing legislation that would require replacement of all natural gas appliances 
with “zero emissions” units in both new and existing residences.  If  approved, this 
legislation would apply to gas water heaters, furnaces, space heaters, and cook-
ing devices such as ranges, ovens, griddles, broilers, etc.  I didn’t see gas grills 
mentioned in the article.  Elimination of gas grills would severely affect all those 
tailgate parties prior to sporting events in the sunny state.   

This proposed legislation is in addition to California’s requirement that all new   
vehicles sold in the state by 2035 be powered by non-hydrocarbon based fuels.  

On the flip side of this issue, I also read a January 17, 2023 article by Natalie 
Newsa Alund saying Republican lawmakers in Wyoming are proposing that the 
state phase out the sale of all electric powered vehicles by 2035 claiming electric 
vehicles will hinder Wyoming’s ability to trade with other states. 

Among the reasons cited in the bill sponsored by Senator Jim Anderson and      
co-sponsored by five other GOP legislators are: 

Batteries used in electric vehicles could contain critical minerals whose "domestic 
supply is limited and at risk for disruption." 

Minerals used in electric batteries are not easily recyclable or disposable, meaning 
that municipal landfills in the state could be required to develop practices to dis-
pose of these minerals in a safe and responsible manner. 

The bill also notes the oil industry has employed thousands of people in the state: 
“The proliferation of electric vehicles at the expense of gas-powered vehicles will 
have deleterious impacts on Wyoming’s communities and will be detrimental to   
Wyoming’s economy and the ability for the country to efficiently engage in       
commerce.” 

Donna L Hartig, Editor 

 

https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2023/SJ0004
https://wyoleg.gov/Legislation/2023/SJ0004
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators/2022/S/1985
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators/2022/S/1985
https://www.wyoleg.gov/Legislators/2022/S/1985
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Respect the Rural 
 

We received an insert with the tax bill for a property in Colorado which listed some good advice for living 
in or visiting rural communities which are applicable no matter what state you’re in.  Here’s a few of them: 
 

1.  Whether on bike, foot or car, slow down and enjoy the view.  Country roads are not like driving on the 
highway.  Be safe, slow down and enjoy the ride.  Smile, wave and be polite—just like mom said. 
 

2. Watch out for tractors and other farm equipment.  They aren’t as easy to stop or maneuver as cars or 
trucks. 
 

3. Be a good neighbor.  Whether you’ve lived in the same location for years or just moved in, talk with 
your neighbors.  Get to know them and share your contact information.  In case of an emergency, it’s   
important to know and can make life easier. 
 

5.  Don’t be afraid of the dark.  Protect rural skies, wildlife and your neighbors from outdoor lighting by   
using only down-cast lighting where necessary.  Consider motion-sensing lighting and only use lighting 
when you’re outside and need it.  This will also save on energy usage and your electric bill. 
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Tri State Desk and Derrick 
January 19, 2023  Minutes 

 

The January meeting was held at the CountryMark Pavilion in Mount Vernon, IN on January 19, 

2023. The following members were present: Michael Nelligan, Stacee Dover, Donna Hartig, Gary 

Hartig, Ryan Masterson, Beth Etzkorn and Alesia Cato. Sam Thomas joined remotely as well as NE 

Region Director Kelli Hildebrand.  

 

President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:38 pm. The November minutes were 

reviewed. Donna Hartig motioned for approval of minutes, Emily VanHaaften seconded the motion. 

Motion carried. Ryan Masterson reviewed the Treasurers Report. Donna Hartig made a motion to 

accept the Treasurer’s Report subject to audit, Stacee Dover seconded the motion. Motion carried.  

Our main business for this meeting will be the planning and brainstorming of the NE Region Meet-

ing to be held in French Lick May 18-20
th
.  

 

Discussion was had on the theme for the meeting and everyone favored “Energy for all – Big & 

Small” This will be the theme for the 2023 NE Region meeting. Field trip day will be Thursday, May 

18
th
 to Marengo Cave, possibly winery for lunch, oil production site and back to hotel. Friday will be 

the certification class as well as the seminars. Discussion was had to have certification in morning 

and seminars in afternoon so attendees could attend both events if they wanted. Kelli is going to 

reach out to Philana about the requirements for the certification class. Themed dinner will be host-

ed Friday night and then Saturday, May 20
th

 will be our business meeting and awards luncheon. 

We discussed having Ryan Watts and Ashley as our guest speakers for lunch on Saturday.  

 

New Business: 

 

The IOGA Annual meeting will be held on March 9
th
 and 10

th
. We will need some people to help at 

our booth. Beth Etzkorn, Donna Hartig and Emily VanHaaften volunteered to help with the booth on 

Thursday. We will have a sponsorship and save the date flyer on the table for the NE Region meet-

ing.  

 

Scholarship forms for 2023 will be sent out soon.  

 

Alesia Cato made a motion to adjourn the meeting. Gary Hartig seconded the motion. Motion car-

ried. Our next meeting will be hosted on February 16, location TBD and we will be discussing how 

to use the ADDC website.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 
Emily VanHaaften, Acting Secretary 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of educating 

its members and the general public about the petroleum and allied 

energy industries and their contributions to society.  Meetings are 

held the third Thursday of each month.  Membership is open to per-

sons employed in or retired from the petroleum, energy and allied 

industries as well as individuals interested in increasing their 

knowledge about these industries.  For more information about the 

Tri-State Club, contact Pres. Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining 

& Logistics, LLC, 6701 Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  

47620  Telephone:  812.833.2526 

 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 
Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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