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                           Editor’s Musings 

 If you’ve ever lived through a home remodeling project, 

you know how much you anticipated its beginning and how 

much more you looked forward to its completion.  That’s 

the situation at our house right now.  With a great deal of 

things going right, it might be completed by the end of the year.  More 

likely, that won’t happen until sometime in January.  Just like all our 

lives were turned upside down during COVID, our house and our lives 

are in a state of disarray.  The upside to all this is that COVID is now 

mostly under control and because we are retired or almost so, we are 

flexible with our time and commitments.  Life will soon return to normal 

or at least a “new normal” for all of us.  We survived the past two years 

and Gary and I will survive this too. 

Wishing you and your family a Merry Christmas and a happy and pros-

perous new year.  That’s the sentiment we often see on the Christmas 

cards we send and receive each year and what we wish for ourselves 

as well.  All too soon we’ll be saying goodbye to 2022 and ringing in a 

brand new 2023.  Many of us will be making those annual New Year’s 

resolutions being fairly certain that they will be broken or forgotten be-

fore the end of January.  But just for the sake of argument, what would 

you like to resolve to do next year—-loose weight?  Make regular visits 

to the gym?  Read more books?  Find a new job?  Do better at your cur-

rent job?  Spend more time with your family?  (fill in the blank  

______________).  One of the things that could/should be on our lists is 

“To Be More Kind”.  If this would be the case, we surely could realize 

the long hoped for “Peace on Earth and Good Will Towards Mankind”.   

Donna Hartig, Editor 

Opinions expressed in this publication are exclusively those of the author and not 

necessarily those of the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs or the Tri-State Club.  
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You’re invited to 

The Tri-State Desk and Derrick’s 

Annual Christmas Party 

5:30 PM on Thursday, December 8, 2022 

at CountryMark’s Pavilion 

6855 Lower New Harmony Road 

Mt. Vernon, Indiana  47620 

The business meeting will begin at 5:30 PM 

The Tri-State Club will provide smoked ham for dinner 

Visit https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040c48a5ab2da0ff2-tristate1  

To sign up to bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share 

If you wish to participate in the Dirty Santa gift exchange, bring a $25.00 

wrapped gift  

We will also be playing fun  

Christmas themed games with “fabulous” prizes 
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                        Why Recycling? 
                       Author:  Donna L Hartig  

 

Recycling plastic is probably the most confusing process in the recycling world. 
There are just so many types of plastic that we are tempted to throw up our hands and just chuck all of 
it into the dumpster. That is certainly a shame when so much of it is recyclable. 
 
Plastic is an insanely durable material that resists decomposition, with a presumed life span of over 
500 years. It’s safe to say that every bottle you’ve ever used is still somewhere on the planet, although 
not necessarily in its original form. Plastic bottles get sold, shipped, melted, resold, and shipped again, 
sometimes crossing the entire planet. 
 
Gary and I started recycling several years ago, sorting the items into labeled bins in the garage and 
taking them to the collection center on Ford Road when most of the bins have reached capacity.  There 
is another center in the city of Mt. Vernon as well as one that accepts large appliances and other items 
which might otherwise end up in a landfill.  In addition to plastic items, the Ford Road center accepts 
glass, paper, cardboard, tin and aluminum cans, books, magazines, used motor oil, and more.  But, 
plastic seems to be the number one recyclable.   
 
Recyclable plastics are categorized by numbers 1 through 7, but not all centers accept all the types.  
The Ford Road center accepts numbers 1, 2 and 5 plus what they call “clam shells” which are the 
clear, thin plastic cases or trays that sometimes hold strawberries or ready-to-eat sandwiches.  In a 
separate bin, they also accept grocery and dry cleaner bags. By separating the plastic by number/type, 
they can more easily be re-routed to the facilities where they will actually be recycled into more bottles, 
bags, etc.  Plastic caps can be recycled into park benches and other more substantial items.   
 
In addition to taking plastic to recycling centers, one of the articles I read online offered suggestions for 
re-purposing some types of plastic bottles which among others included:  
  

 1. Using the bottom of a 2-liter bottle which has 5 or 6 bumps on the bottom, coat 
the bumps with paint, and press them lightly onto a sheet of paper or card stock to 
create petals for flowers.  Add finishing touches of centers, stems, leaves, etc. to 
create custom greeting cards.   
 
2. Make a chia pet from the bottom half of a 2-liter bottle by gluing features (googly 
eyes, nose, mouth, etc.) to the outside of the bottle. Fill the interior with potting soil 
and plant with fast growing grass seeds.  This would make a fun project to do with 
small children as they watch for the hair that will grow on their “pet”.  Don’t forget 
he will need a hair cut at some point.   

 
Use your imagination, I’m sure there more fun craft projects you can do for yourself or your children  
using items you might otherwise toss into the trash. Remember the slogan “Reduce, Re-use, and         
Recycle”.  It makes good sense, it saves money, and it helps save our planet.   
 
 
 
 
 
Contributions from:  https://www.wikihow.com/Recycle-Plastic-Bottles 
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick 

              November 17, 2022 Minutes 

 

 
The November meeting was held via Webex on November 17, 2022.  The following members were present: Donna    

Hartig, Gary Hartig, Linda Henning, Emily VanHaaften, Hilary VanHaaften, Beth Etzkorn, Ryan Masterson, Alesia  

Cato, Sam Thomas and Michael Nelligan.   

President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:35PM.  The October minutes were sent to the club prior to 

the meeting.  Emily VanHaaften made the motion for the minutes from the October meeting to be approved.  Ryan 

Masterson seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  The Treasurer’s report was distributed to the club prior to 

the meeting.  Hilary VanHaaften made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report, subject to audit.  Beth Etzkorn    

seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   

Under Old Business: 

Beth, as part of the Nominating Committee, went over the nominations for 2023 officers.  Nominations were opened to 

the floor.  There were no additional nominations submitted.  Sam made motion to close nominations.  Hilary seconded 

the motion and it unanimously passed.  Final nominations are: President – Michael Nelligan, Vice President – Beth 

Etzkorn, Secretary – Hilary VanHaaften, Treasurer – Ryan Masterson, and Board of Director – Linda Henning.  All the 

Candidates were elected by acclamation.   

Under New Business 

The club discussed the future of the NE Region and Region Meetings going forward.  Everyone was in agreement that 

Tri-State would strongly prefer to remain in the Northeast Region and move to a virtual format for all NE Region    

Meetings beginning 2024.   

Discussion began on 2023 Region Meeting in French Lick.  To help increase attendance, the field trips will be on Thurs-

day and Certification and Seminars on Friday.  Committees based off of last year’s plan and new volunteers are: Field 

Trip – Emily, Beth, Michael; Hospitality – Alesia; Registration – Hilary; Dinner/Meals – Stacee; Seminars – Sam;   

Program/Packet – Donna, and Sponsorship – Michael.  Ideas for a meeting theme included “Small, but Think Large”, 

“Small, Medium, Large, we are all in this together”, “Big or Small it Takes Us All”, “Together Small, Medium and Extra-

Large Producers Fuel U.S. Energy”.  We will also look into hosting the ice-breaker in the bowling alley of the hotel and 

incorporating it with the final theme.   

The ADDC membership survey was discussed along with the included question “We have received word that a club will 

be submitting for review a proposal for ADDC to disband by 2025 if we have less than 800 members, currently we have 

686 members. Do you agree with this proposal yes or no, please provide your reasoning.”  There are few details known 

to us about this proposal at this time.  However, the proposal would need to go through ADDC Rules Committee and be 

voted on the Annual Convention.   

The club discussed industry article “Big Oil Is Not Dancing To Government Tunes. Period.” Sam made motion to            

adjourn the meeting at 6:37PM.  Beth seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.   

Respectfully submitted, 

Michael Nelligan, President 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by 

the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of 

educating its members and the general public about the petrole-

um and allied energy industries and their contributions to soci-

ety.  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  

Membership is open to persons employed in or retired from the 

petroleum, energy and allied industries as well as individuals 

interested in increasing their knowledge about these industries.  

For more information about the Tri-State Club, contact Pres. 

Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining & Logistics, LLC, 6701 

Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 

812.833.2526 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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