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November 2022 Tri-State Desk and Derrick  

 

Editor’s Musings 

      

Today is November 11th, the day we celebrate and honor our veterans 

for their service to our country and for the sacrifices that service has       

entailed. Thank you to all our veterans past and present and to the    

families who serve along side of them. 

November is also the time we pause to give thanks for the blessings we 

enjoy as a country and personally.  Remembering to giving thanks 

shouldn’t be limited to one day in the year when we gather with family 

and friends to feast and enjoy each other’s company.  Giving thanks 

should be as natural as breathing and exercised as regularly.  With that 

thought in mind, I want to join with you in thanking each of our club’s   

officers for sharing their time and talents this past year and volunteering 

to do so again in 2023.  That thank you also extends to Sam Thomas for 

serving as the Northeast Region Director for 2022. 

I’m certain you have seen enough advertising for potential Christmas 

gifts to know that Christmas is coming up fast.  Don’t forget to mark your 

calendar for the Tri-State’s annual Christmas Party on Thursday,       

December 8th at CountryMark’s Pavilion in Mt. Vernon, Indiana.  The 

club will provide the meat and members are asked to sign up to bring a 

side dish or dessert.  As in the past, if you wish to participate in the 

“dirty Santa” game, please bring a wrapped gift in the $25.00 range.  

Emily will be sending out more detail along with a survey for you to let 

her know what dish you plan to bring so we will be assured of a wide 

variety of food.  As much as I like Christmas cookies, a dinner with all 

cookies wouldn’t be good idea. 

     Donna Hartig, Editor 

Opinions expressed in this publication are exclusively those of the author and not necessarily those of the 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs or the Tri-State Club.  
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Thank you to the people who made the Tri-State’s Pork Loin 

Fundraiser a success  

John Girot 

Kara Kuykendall 

Jonathan Girot 

Mindy Girot 

Tri-State Members 
 

Tri-State’s scholarship program is possible because of  you. 
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Why is Diesel More Expensive Than Gasoline? 
Author:  Donna L Hartig 

 
  The mid-term election is over but one of the issues on most American ’s minds 

when polled prior to the election was/is inflation.  The cost of everything from building supplies to 
groceries seems to be climbing daily.  The cost of gasoline for the family car/truck is one factor in 
inflation, but there’s another fuel at the gas station that’s helping to drive up the price of almost 
everything else even more---diesel.   

Gasoline and diesel are both petroleum distillates.  Wikipedia defines a petroleum distillate as any 

mixture of VOC (Volatile Organic Chemical) produced by condensing vapors of petroleum during distil-

lation, including, but not limited to, naphtha, aviation gasoline, motor gasoline, kerosene, diesel oil, do-

mestic fuel oil, and petroleum solvents.   

Although diesel costs less that regular gasoline to produce, nationally it runs more than a $1.00 
higher at the pump.  Why? There are three primary reasons for the price discrepancy: the transi-
tion to cleaner diesel blends, higher state and federal taxes, and diesel ’s supply and demand. 

Transitioning to cleaner diesel blends: 
 

Since 2014, the EPA has regulated that all diesels sold and produced in the United States must 
be ULSD (ultra-low sulfur diesel) – a standard of diesel which limits sulfur contents to 15 parts per 
million.  The EPA’s regulations greatly benefit the environment but lowering the sulfur content of 
diesel has led to lower energy density (less fuel economy per gallon) and raised production costs 
at the refinery. 

Higher state and federal taxes: 
 

Since 1993, the federal motor fuel excise tax had added an extra 18.3 cent tax on gasoline and a 
24.3 cent tax on diesel. Revenue from the tax supports the Highway Trust Fund, a federal purse 
that finances the construction and maintenance of highways and other mass-transit projects. In 
addition to the federal tax, each state has its own additional tax on both fuels — the average    
diesel tax is 7.55 cents higher than for gasoline.  The higher tax reflects the fact that the primary 
vehicles with diesel engines, freight trucks and buses, are substantially heavier and  deteriorate 
roads considerably more than the average automobile.  
 
Supply and demand:  
 

In addition to the war in Ukraine restricting the flow of oil out of Russia and low refinery capacities 
restricting the supply of diesel, a worldwide post-Covid economy is driving the demand for goods 
transported by semi-trucks, trains, and barges across the country as well as cargo jets, and ships 
around the globe. Not only does diesel power transportation, many homes in the eastern part of 
the United States and around the world are primarily heated with home heating oil which is       
essentially the same product as diesel.  It also powers essential equipment like construction and 
farming equipment, fire engines, and military vehicles. 
 

Gasoline might power American cars, but because diesel powers the American economy, its price 
also affects our daily lives. 
 

Source: CNN Business — Article by Benjamin Taubman  7/26/22 

https://www.eia.gov/tools/faqs/faq.php?id=10&t=5#:~:text=How%20much%20tax%20do%20we,a%20gallon%20of%20diesel%20fuel%3F&text=Federal%20taxes%20include%20excises%20taxes,per%20gallon%20on%20both%20fuels.
https://www.api.org/oil-and-natural-gas/consumer-information/motor-fuel-taxes/diesel-tax
https://www.api.org/oil-and-natural-gas/consumer-information/motor-fuel-taxes/diesel-tax
https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/transportation/334499-feds-could-pay-for-road-improvements-by-charging-big-trucks/
https://thehill.com/blogs/pundits-blog/transportation/334499-feds-could-pay-for-road-improvements-by-charging-big-trucks/
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick 

              October 20, 2022 Minutes 
 

 

The October meeting was held at The Red Wagon in Poseyville, IN on October 20th at 5:30 pm.  The following 

members were present:  Emily Van Haaften, Michael Nelligan, Sam Thomas, Alesia Cato, Beth Etzkorn, Donna and 

Gary Hartig, Travis Thompson, Jim Elder, Stacee Dover, Ryan Masterson, Dan Eager, Hilary Van Haaften and Lin-

da Henning.  Stacee Dover attended remotely. 

Our presenter was Rian Waterbury along with this wife Karen in attendance.  He is a landman with Waterbury En-

terprises. 

President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:35 pm.  The September minutes were approved with a 

motion by Linda Henning and seconded by Jim Elder.  The Treasury report was approved subject to audit with a 

motion by Travis Thompson and seconded by Sam Thomas. 

Under Old Business: 

Michael Nelligan gave an update on the scholarship recipients.  He stated that he was still awaiting to pay for one 

recipient that will be in June 2023. 

Emily provided an update on the Golf-n-Grub total revenue of $3,563.94 with a total of 87 registered participants. 

Under New Business: 

Michael Nelligan provided an update on the convention.  He stated the ADDC membership has declined again    

nationally.  They had a total of 34 clubs eligible with 24 attending.  There was one amendment to the bylaws 

regarding having to pay for a CPA to review financial reports.  Heartland Group will be disbanding, and 1  

member would like to transfer over to the Tri-State club. 

Michael Nelligan presented the AIMEE awards to Donna Hartig.  She received 3rd place for 2021 Best Industry   

Article and 2nd place for 2021 Best Small Bulletin. 

INOGA Annual Meeting 50/50 Winner was Tanya Almond in the amount of $355.00.  Michael Nelligan received 

the President’s Award at this meeting also. 

Reminder that the Pork Loin sale will be November 4th and volunteers needed to help deliver. 

Christmas Party will be on December 8th at CountryMark Pavilion.  We will have a carry-in dinner with the club 

providing the meat.  Emily Van Haaften will be sending out a Sign-Up Genius to make sure we have a variety of 

dishes provided.  There will be a gift exchange with a budget of no more than $25.00 

Northeast Region Meeting – French Link will be May 2023.  Emily Van Haaften and Michael Nelligan have agreed 

to be CO-GAC. The hotel contract has been signed. 
 

Nominations were closed by Donna Hartig and seconded by Alesia Cato for the Officers of Next Year. 
 

Michael Nelligan – President  

Beth Etzkorn— Vice President                     

Ryan Masterson – Treasurer 

Hilary Van Haaften – Secretary                 

 Linda Henning – Director 
 

The next meeting will be virtual only on November 17th at 5:30 pm.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Hilary Van Haaften, Secretary  
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by 

the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of 

educating its members and the general public about the petrole-

um and allied energy industries and their contributions to soci-

ety.  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  

Membership is open to persons employed in or retired from the 

petroleum, energy and allied industries as well as individuals 

interested in increasing their knowledge about these industries.  

For more information about the Tri-State Club, contact Pres. 

Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining & Logistics, LLC, 6701 

Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 

812.833.2526 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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