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Editor’s Musings 

Let me begin with a thank you to the Tri-State Club for honoring 

me along with John Staley with Industry Appreciation Awards at 

this year’s Golf ‘n Grub in Mt. Carmel, Illinois.  I’m very humbled to be 

acknowledged by my peers and happy to have been associated with 

Desk and Derrick for over 40 years.  Oops, did I just tell me age? 

As you know, the Golf ‘n Grub event along with our Pork Loin Fund 

Raisers help support the Tri-State’s scholarship program for persons 

attending trade or technical schools to learn a skill(s) that may be       

utilized in the energy industry.  We were very happy to be able to       

recognize Abram Higginbottom as a prior year’s scholarship recipient at 

this year’s event.   

Tri-State has three members attending thie ADDC Educational Confer-

ence in Washington, Pennsylvania:  NE Region Director, Samuel Thom-

as, Tri-State President, Michael Nelligan, and Past Region II Director 

and current Tri-State Club Director, Shelly Hildebrant.  We wish you 

safe travels and know you will have a memorable experience enjoying 

the field trips, networking events and representing the Tri-State Club in 

the business meetings.   

Metrologic Fall has begun, my garden is winding down, the evenings 

are getting cooler, the burning bushes are beginning to turn red, high 

school football is back, colorful mums can be found at the groceries and 

garden centers, and the hickory nuts in our yard are beginning to fall.  

Hopefully the squirrels have left enough for Gary to enjoy cracking this 

winter.  Hickory nuts are especially good in homemade cookies.  Please 

take some time to slow down and enjoy all the beauty 

Mother Nature has to offer this time of year. 

Donna Hartig, Editor 

Opinions expressed in this publication are exclusively those of the author and not necessarily those of the Association of 

Desk and Derrick Clubs or the Tri-State Club.  
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Energy News and More 

                                                    Author: Donna L. Hartig 

This week, most of the world’s major news is coming from the United 

Kingdoms of Great Britain, Wales, Scotland, and Northern Ireland. 

On Tuesday, September 6
th
, Queen Elizabeth II formally accepted 

the resignation of Boris Johnson as Prime Minister and acknowl-

edged Liz Truss as the 15th Prime Minister during her 70-year reign. 

At age 47, Liz Truss has served in Parliament for 12 years holding several cabinet roles within the 

Conservative government. In the U.K., the public elects members of Parliament from their districts 

but not the Prime Minister (PM). The political party holding the majority of seats within the legislative 

body puts its leader forward to serve as the Prime Minister.   

According to an article by Anders Hagstrom published by Fox News on Thursday the 8
th
, Truss end-

ed the U.K.’s ban on fracking implemented in 2019 and opened the door for the sale of domestic 

gas production amid a European energy crisis with the possibility for the U.K. to increase domestic 

production as early as March, 2023. 

With Russian President Vladimir Putin limiting the country’s oil and gas exports to Europe after 

NATO countries imposed severe economic sanctions on Russia in retaliation for its invasion of 

Ukraine, the U.K. and other European countries have faced a worsening energy crisis due to their 

heavy dependence on those imports. The energy crisis has pushed the U.K., along with several of 

its European neighbors, to reconsider their shutdown of nuclear power plants. Germany made loop-

holes in its plan to shut down its remaining plants last week and allowed the possibility for two previ-

ously shut down units to be re-opened if necessary. Belgium was planning to close two reactors by 

2025 but will now keep them open through 2036. France is looking to build an additional 14 reactors 

over the next several decades. 

Overshadowing the change in leadership of its governing body and its change in energy policies, 

the U.K. sadly announced the death of 96 year-old Queen Elizabeth II on Thursday the 8
th
 and the 

subsequent accension of Prince Charles to the throne as King Charles III.  In the new P.M.’s speech 

before Parliament on Thursday, Truss acknowledged the Queen’s passing saying “Queen Elizbeth II 

was the rock on which modern Great Britain was built.  She was the very spirit of Great Britain, and 

that spirit will endure.”  Farewell to a great lady; and, as they are now saying in the U.K., “God save 

The King”.   

 

 

Photo by Jane Barlow/Getty Images 

https://www.foxnews.com/person/h/anders-hagstrom
https://www.foxnews.com/
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  To Use Electricity or Not To Use Electricity 

Author:  Donna L. Hartig 

In the July issue of the Tri-State News, I included an article entitled “What is the Electric Grid”     

explaining how use of the grid is intended to maintain reliability, flexibility, and economic competi-

tion for its members using as my source information provided by CenterPoint Energy, the primary 

supplier of gas and electric power to Southern Indiana and other areas. CenterPoint is a member of 

the regional grid operated by Midcontinent Independent System Operator (MISO) and MISO is a 

member of a national grid consisting of member grids across the country.  So far, our area hasn’t 

experienced any emergencies affecting the transmission of power across MISO’s grid.   

This is not the case in the western states this summer. The California Independent System Opera-

tor (ISO) is the grid operator for California and other western states.  According to the major news 

networks, California has been experiencing some of its highest recorded daily temperatures caus-

ing ISO to issue a warning of the possibility of implementing rotating outages for the first time in two 

years.  To held alleviate the possibility of such outages, businesses and the general public were 

urged to raise their thermostats to 78 degrees and to cut any unnecessary power use between the 

hours of 4:00 PM and 9:00 PM.  Among a great many other things, that meant no baking chocolate 

chip cookies in the afternoon. Should the demand for power exhaust the grid’s electric reserves, 

ISO said it would instruct its member utilities to start imposing rotating outages. The last time ISO 

ordered utilities to impose rotating outages was for two days in August 2020 when outages affected 

about 800,000 homes and businesses and lasted anywhere from 15 minutes to about two and one-

half hours. Thankfully, this year they got a break in the weather before any outages were neces-

sary.   

While the grid supplying California electricity is being stretched to its 

limits just to supply power to homes and businesses during peak us-

age hours, California’s Air Resources Board approved a ruling requir-

ing all cars, trucks and SUV’s sold in the state after 2035 to be free of 

greenhouse gas emissions like carbon dioxide.  All new vehicles sold 

in the state would be required to run on electricity or hydrogen.  The 

ruling would permit one-fifth of new vehicle sales to be hybrids. Older 

vehicles would not be affected by the ruling.     

It is estimated that 4% of the energy used by 2030 would be needed just to charge the increased 

number of electric vehicles during the time frame when usage is highest---generally in the evenings 

and overnight and even greater during the summer months.  Where’s all this extra energy going to 

come from?  From what I could glean from their website, MISO is not currently partnered with the 

grid for the western portion of the country.   
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

August 18, 2022 - Minutes 

  

The August Meeting was held at the Red Wagon in Poseyille, IN. The following members were present; Michael Nelligan, 

Donna Hartig, Gary Hartig, Alesia Cato, Linda Henning, Ryan Masterson, Emily VanHaaften, Stacee Dover via WebEx 

and guests Lauren Raber and Seth Whitehead.  

 

President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:34 PM. Michael introduced the guests at the meeting. Linda 

Henning made a motion for the minutes from the July meeting to be approved. Donna Hartig seconded the motion and it 

passed unanimously.  Alesia Cato made the motion to approve the Treasurer's report, subject to audit.  Donna Hartig se-

conded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

  

Michael Nelligan updated us on our last scholarship winner, he is not going to school until the spring semester and has 

not reached back out to Michael on where to send the scholarship money. We agreed on giving him one more chance to 

reach out for the scholarship.  

 

Emily VanHaaften stated that the Golf ‘n Grub will be hosted next Friday, August 26th at the Mt. Carmel golf course. There 

are 11 hole sponsors, 2 drink sponsors, 4 picnic sponsors, 1 snack, 1 ice, 20 lunch tickets and 11 golf teams sold so far. 

Emily asked that all members reach out to their networks and spread the word.  

 

Michael Nelligan stated that the ADDC Convention will be hosted on September 21st through September 25th in Washing-

ton, Pennsylvania.  Emily VanHaaften made a motion that Michael Nelligan go to 2022 Convention as the Tri State Desk 

and Derrick Club’s delegate. Ryan Masterson seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.   

 

Michael Nelligan reviewed the nominations for the ADDC board that will be voted on at the 2022 ADDC Convention.    

Michael will be voting at the convention as Tri State’s delegate. Ryan Masterson made a motion to send Michael unin-

structed so he can make the best decision once he is able to meet the candidates in person. Donna Hartig seconded the 

motion. Motion carried unanimously.  

 

Sam Thomas gave congratulations to all AIMEE awards at the Region Meeting and a Thank You to everyone that attend-

ed and helped with the meeting.  

  

Michael Nelligan introduced our guest speaker, Seth Whitehead, Executive Director of Illinois Petroleum Resources 

Board. Seth talked to our members about how he uses social media for IPRB. He covered infographics and posts/social 

media advertising and public outreach.  

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Emily VanHaaften, Immediate Past President  
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by 

the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of 

educating its members and the general public about the petrole-

um and allied energy industries and their contributions to soci-

ety.  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  

Membership is open to persons employed in or retired from the 

petroleum, energy and allied industries as well as individuals 

interested in increasing their knowledge about these industries.  

For more information about the Tri-State Club, contact Pres. 

Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining & Logistics, LLC, 6701 

Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 

812.833.2526 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 

 

September 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 Tri-State  
Mtg. 

16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30  


