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 Editor’s Musings—The Good, The Bad and The Ugly 

A lot has happened locally and around the world since I wrote this article for last 

month’s issue of the Tri-State News: 

It finally stopped raining long enough to get my tomato plants in the ground and the rest 

of the garden planted. 

Ryan and Caitlyn Masterson welcomed a baby girl into their family.  Miss Ameila arrived 

on May 25th weighing in at 7 lb 8 oz and 20 inches long.  Congratulations all around. 

Sam Thomas came out of retirement “again” to accept a CFO position with a healthcare 

facility in Georgia.  Sam and Libby are making their home in southern Tennessee.   

I’m on the mend after an emergency appendectomy June 3rd.   

Gas prices around the country are setting new record highs with the local price today at 

about $5.00.  The price of crude is over $100.00 a barrel after being at a record low just 

over a year ago during the COVID lockdown. 

For a myriad of reasons, there have been record price increases and acute shortages 

of various products from groceries and baby formulas to building products and fertilizer.    

The war rages on in Ukraine and is not only affecting the people of Ukraine and their 

neighbors who are welcoming its millions of refugees, but it is threating the food supply 

for countries who have traditionally relied on Ukraine for wheat and other farm products.  

Famine is a word no one wants to hear. 

American flags across the country were lowered to half-staff as our nation individually 

and collectively mourned the senseless killing of 19 innocent children and 2 of their 

teachers in Uvalde, Texas and regenerated tearful pleads to individual States and Con-

gress to enact gun laws regulating assault style weapons.  Please, Lord, help us put 

politics aside and do something to stop the killing. 

Donna L Hartig, Editor 

 

Opinions expressed in this publication are exclusive those of the author and not necessarily those of the Association of Desk 

and Derrick Clubs or the Tri-State Club.  
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Interesting Facts About Electricity (Part 2) 

Donna L. Hartig author 

In the May issue of the Tri-State News, I quoted Tom Sobeck, President and CEO, of Presque Isle 

Electric & Gas (PIE&G) with some interesting facts about electricity that he wrote in the company’s 

newsletter.  Here’s another part of his article about electricity: 

 Power out?  Blame a squirrel 

While severe weather causes most outages, if it is nice out and your electricity goes off, it 

could be caused by a squirrel.  (This happened at our house a few years back—poor little 

squirrel).  They scamper and chew around transformers, substations, and utility poles 

where they can disrupt high-voltage equipment, shutting down power for you and me.  

But, it’s not just squirrels.  Snakes, birds and other critters can find their way into danger-

ous places.  There’s no official record keeping of wildlife-caused power outages, but          

estimates run as high as 20%.   

Electric utilities are constantly devising new ways to keep wildlife away from dangerous 

electrical equipment.  The resulting power disruptions are inconvenient for us energy     

consumers, and always fatal for the squirrel.   

Gary worked for a cable company before his retirement where squirrels were just as much a        

nuisance for the fiber cable which provides TV, internet, and phone service as they are for electrical 

transmission lines.  If you notice a bright orange tube covering the cable line running between utili-

ty poles, it is there to prevent squirrels from chewing on the outside covering of the cable.  This tub-

ing turns freely over the cable making it unstable for any critter wanting to run or sit on it.  Appar-

ently, there is a tasty element in the cable’s covering---possibly salt.  Don’t we all like our salty 

snacks?  Or, maybe squirrels just like to sharpen their teeth while balancing on a tight rope. 

In his article, Mr. Sobeck didn’t address outages caused by bad drivers which are just as inconven-

iencing and sometimes just as deadly.  This happened in our neighborhood a couple months ago 

when, after midnight, a driver looked down at his phone (always a bad idea when driving and espe-

cially in the dark) and severed off a power pole about 300 feet from our house on Copperline Road.  

While we have a backup generator and only had the nuisance of resetting all the electric clocks in 

the house, the rest of the neighborhood was without power for their morning coffee and everything 

else that needs to happen to get their day going.  Hopefully, they had backup batteries in their 

alarm clocks.  The crew doing the repairs further complicated morning routines they shut down all 

traffic on Copperline Road which is one of the major routes for people who live in Posey County but 

work in Vanderburgh County. Thankfully, the errant driver was not seriously injured—-his truck 

didn’t fare as well.   

To be continued next month. . . 
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by 

the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of 

educating its members and the general public about the petro-

leum and allied energy industries and their contributions to 

society.  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  

Membership is open to persons employed in or retired from 

the petroleum, energy and allied industries as well as individu-

als interested in increasing their knowledge about these indus-

tries.  For more information about the Tri-State Club, contact 

Pres. Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining & Logistics, 

LLC, 6701 Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 

812.833.2526 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

Karen Thomas         June 1 

Karla Wilborn         June 9 

Lynda Middle Calf  June 9 

Linda Welty           June 20 

Gary Hartig          June 24 

Jim Elder               June 28 
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