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Editor’s Musings 

The saying is “April’s showers bring May’s flowers”.  I’m grateful for all 

the beautiful flowers of the season, but someone forgot to tell Mother 

Nature it’s no longer April.  I’m looking forward to when the garden 

dries out enough so I can plant the tomato and pepper plants that I 

had to transfer into larger pots in order to keep them alive.  

This year’s spring pork loin fundraiser for the Tri-State Scholarship Fund was 

another success as well as being very tasty.  As always, we want to thank John 

Girot and his crew for everything they do to make it that way.  The committee is 

reviewing the eleven applications received this year and plan to award this 

year’s scholarships later this month.   

If you haven’t done so already, please contact Michael Nelligan to get your  

registration approved for the Webex meeting for the Northeast Region Meeting 

on Friday, May 13th beginning at 10:00 AM CDT.  A little birdie told me Tri-

State did exceptionally well in the contests again this year.   

I’m still looking for you to submit an article or send me an idea for one for an 

upcoming issue of the Tri-State News.  It’s great to be a winner in the ADDC 

contests, but I’d love to share that honor with you next year.  Your article 

doesn’t have to be perfect—-that’s what an editor is for—-but you get the credit.  

Search the internet, check your local newspaper, or write about something   

related to your job.  If you think it’s interesting, so will someone else. 

May 21st is National Armed Services Day and May 30th is Memorial Day.  Both 

are days to honor the men and women who honorably serve or have served our 

country in times of war and times of peace.  When I was a bit younger we 

called May 30th Decoration Day because that was when we decorated the 

graves of both service persons and family members with the flowers brought to 

us by April’s showers as a way to honor and remember their lives and what 

they meant to us and to our country.  Let us not forget. 

Donna L Hartig, Editor 

Opinions expressed in this publication are exclusive those of the author and not necessarily those of the Association of Desk 

and Derrick Clubs or the Tri-State Club.  
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European Union Proposes Ban on Russian Oil 

 

 

According to an article by Jan Strupczewski and Kate Abnett posted by Reuters on May 4th, at the 

European Parliaments’ meeting in Strausbourg, European Commission President Ursula von der 

Leyen announced a proposed phased in embargo on Russian oil. This proposed ban coupled with 

sanctions on its primary bank and a ban on Russian broadcasters from European airwaves, are    

intended to punish Moscow for its documented atrocities against civilians during its invasion of 

Ukraine and its reported plans for an upcoming renewed offensive in the eastern part of the country.   

 

Prior to the United States and Great Britain’s imposed bans on Russian oil which cut off one of the 

country’s largest income streams, the West bought more than half of its crude and petroleum    

products from Russia.  If the UE member states agree to this additional proposed ban on Russian 

oil, it could not only further impact Moscow’s major revenue stream, but it could also have the     

negative effect of hurting EU economies---especially those largely dependent on Russian oil and 

gas.  

 

"We are addressing our dependency on Russian oil. And let's be clear, it will not be easy because 

some member states are strongly dependent on Russian oil, but we simply have to do it," von der 

Leyen said.  Ambassadors from the EU's 27 governments are widely expected to adopt the     

Commission’s proposals as early as this week, allowing them to become law soon after.   

 

Should the proposed phase out of Russian crude oil within six months and the elimination of refined 

products by the end of 2022 be approved by the EU, Von de Leyen pledged to minimize the       

negative impact on Europe economies.  However, Hungary indicated that it could trip up the latest 

EU sanctions package.  Although it, along with Slovakia. will be given until the end of 2023 to 

wean themselves off Russian oil because of their high dependencies, Budapest said the proposal 

did not spell out how its energy security would be guaranteed.  "We do not see any plans or   

guarantees on how a transition could be managed based on the current proposals, and how   

Hungary's energy security would be guaranteed," Hungarian government spokesman Zoltan     

Kovacs said.  
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Interesting Facts About Electricity 

Karen Thomas, who transferred to the Tri-State Club from the Bay Area Club, 

recently sent me an article written by Tom Sobeck, President and CEO, of Presque Isle Electric & 

Gas (PIE&G) which appeared in the company’s newsletter, a portion of which I’d like to share with 

you this month with another installment in next month’s Tri-State News.  For those of you who 

aren’t familiar with PIE&G (of which I was one) PIE&G is a not-for-profit electric and natural gas 

utility providing service to over 40,000 member/owners in nine counties in Northeast Michigan. Just 

like the Tri-State News, their monthly newsletter, Michigan Country Lines, keeps their members  

informed about news and events related to the energy industry in their area.   

Here’s what Mr. Sobeck had to say about electricity: 

 Electricity turns dark into light, makes hot foods cold and cold foods hot, washes the dishes 

 and searches the internet.  It is essential to our everyday lives, so much so that we rarely 

 think about it.  But, behind the scenes, interesting things are happening.   

  Electricity must be used or stored after it’s generated.   

 

      A rechargeable battery stores electricity---more on that later—-but the kind of electricity you 

use in your home needs to be used after it is generated. 

 

     It’s true.  Electricity produced from power plants, solar panels, wind 

turbines, and hydro dams in the U.S. needs to be perfectly timed 

for when you decide to cook dinner, wash clothes, or watch TV.  

The national grid of power generators, wires, and substations is an 

incredibly complex network that makes electricity flow smoothly.   

 

     A vast and intricate system of devices controls that power flows in a precisely balanced way.  

It’s one reason utility operators must be strategic when adding renewable energy to the    

nation’s fuel mix.  A coal or natural gas plant can ramp generation up or down fairly quickly 

to meet changing energy demands. But solar energy and wind power depend more on the 

whims of Mother Nature, which adds an extra degree of difficulty to power management.  

However, technological advances could be a game changer. 

 

     Large-scale battery storage technology is rapidly improving, allowing 

big batteries to offer another way for electric utilities to better balance 

the flow and timing of electricity.  Wide use of large utility-scale batter-

ies could also make it much easier to add more solar and wind energy 

to our grid---by storing energy when it’s breezy and sunny, then using 

it at night and during calm weather.  

 

To be continued next month. . . . 
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Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

April 21, 2022 - Minutes 

 

The April Meeting was held at the Countrymark Pavilion in Mt. Vernon, IN. The following members were present; Michael 

Nelligan, Stacee Dover, Emily VanHaaften, Alesia Cato, Linda Henning, Beth Etzkorn, Sam Thomas, Ryan Masterson,  

Donna Hartig, Gary Hartig and Jess Rowe. 

 

President Michael Nelligan called the meeting to order at 5:37 PM. Emily VanHaaften made a motion for the minutes from 

the March meeting to be approved with one correction of the date of the next meeting being corrected to April 21st.  Linda 

Henning seconded the motion and it passed unanimously.  Donna Hartig made the motion to approve the Treasurer's     

report, subject to audit.  Sam Thomas seconded the motion and it passed unanimously. 

  

Michael Nelligan stated that we had 9 applications submitted for the 2022 Trade or Technical School Scholarship. Emily 

VanHaaften informed the club that the donation request from INOGA for $2,000.00 towards our scholarship fund has been 

granted. Emily will get a check from INOGA and get deposited.  

 

Emily VanHaaften made a motion to set the scholarship budget for the year 2022 to $9,000.00. Stacee Dover seconded the 

motion. Motion passed unanimously. The scholarship committee will consist of Michael Nelligan, Stacee Dover, Linda    

Henning and Emily VanHaaften.  

  

Michael Nelligan stated that the pork loin fundraiser will be May 6th at John Girot’s house, we have 115 pork loins sold so 

far. Next Friday will be the deadline to turn your orders in.  

 

Michael Nelligan reviewed the agenda for the NE Region Virtual meeting to be held on May 13th at 10 am.  

  

Michael Nelligan stated that he had spoken to member Hazel Pate and she expressed her concern about where the industry 

is heading and what we can do as a club to help. There was discussion amongst the group and Stacee Dover suggested 

getting a focus group together to figure out what our voice is as a club and what our main focus would like to be. Michael 

Nelligan will be checking with the ADDC about the rules for making donations towards lobbyists, etc.  

 

NE Region Meeting for 2023 – Sam Thomas gave us an update on French Lick and wanted suggestions on the week we 

would like to book for May 2023. He is going to look into the third week of May and will get back to the club. Sam Thomas 

also stated that the National Convention will be held this September in Pittsburg, PA. Registration is $260.00. The 2023  

convention will be held in Albuquerque, New Mexico.  

 

Stacee Dover gave a presentation to the group called Refinery Crude Sourcing. She did an excellent job explaining to the 

group the ins and outs of her job as Crude Purchaser for Countrymark Refining and Logistics.  

 

Emily made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:36 pm and Alesia seconded the motion. Motion passed unanimously. The 

next meeting will be held on May 19th with location TBD.  

  

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

Emily VanHaaften, Immediate Past President  
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The Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club was chartered in 2012 by 

the Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs for the purpose of 

educating its members and the general public about the petro-

leum and allied energy industries and their contributions to 

society.  Meetings are held the third Thursday of each month.  

Membership is open to persons employed in or retired from 

the petroleum, energy and allied industries as well as individu-

als interested in increasing their knowledge about these indus-

tries.  For more information about the Tri-State Club, contact 

Pres. Michael Nelligan, Countrymark Refining & Logistics, 

LLC, 6701 Lower New Harmony Road, Mt. Vernon, IN  47620 

812.833.2526 

Tri-State Desk and Derrick Club 

Serving Indiana, Illinois and Kentucky 

     

   Sherri Moll    May 20 

Brenna Williams  May 21                

      

 

Association of Desk and Derrick Clubs 

www.addc.org 
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