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The first pumpjack structure 
was installed at an oilfield near 
Hull, Texas. 

 

 
 

Make Plans Now to Attend…… 

Our Industry Appreciation Luncheon of 
the Desk and Derrick Club of Wichita Falls 

Wednesday, October 20, 2021—12 Noon 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaker: Cye Wagner 

Chairman of the Board of the                
Texas Alliance of Energy Producers 
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Club Purpose 
The purpose of the club shall be to                     
promote the education and professional   
development of individuals employed in or 
affiliated with the petroleum, energy and 
allied industries and to educate the        
general public about these industries. 

Club Motto 
Greater Knowledge—Greater Service 

Official Colors 
Black and Gold 

 
2021 Board of Directors 

 

Sheila McGaughey 

One Year Director—Barbara Franklin 

Two Year Director—Jordan Jackson 

Immediate Past President—Diana Walker 

Parliamentarian— Rena Shaffer 

President—Nichole Harney 

Vice President—Casie Mass 

Secretary—Jessica Cain 

Treasurer—Lauren Martin 

From the Editor:

I do love this industry! It is a field where you are constantly learning something new and interesting.  Our membership    
meetings are always filled with interesting and insightful speakers to teach and entertain us, an abundance of information! 

I didn’t grow up around the oil and gas industry. My first recollection of the oil field was when I was a young girl, I have  fond 
memories of sitting in front of the TV watching Beverly Hillbillies, the theme song is forever stuck in my head.  Ok, you know
you want to sing it,  “Come and listen to my story about a man named Jed, A poor mountaineer, barely kept his family fed; 
and then one day he was shooting at some food, and up through the ground come a bubblin’ crude. Oil that is, black gold, 
Texas tea.”  Bring back memories? This makes me think about the many names for oil: Texas tea, black gold, coal oil, crude, 
fossil oil/fossil fuel, oil, petrol, petroleum, plus bubblin’ crude!  Whatever you want to call...it is our livelihood! 

Also, I love traveling and seeing a field of pumpjacks, especially if they are pumping!  Have you ever thought about the      
history of a pumpjack?  Here is your ‘Did you know?’... 

Every since the first well was discovered in 1859 by Edwin Drake in Pennsylvania, there has been a need to “pump” the oil 
out of the ground. The first ones were steam-powered and wooden. With the decline of East Texas timber supplies and 
sawmill business, the Lufkin Foundry and Machine Company discovered new opportunities for the  industry.  In 1925,     
technology and time changed the oil industry, when the first basic design was put together by Walter C. Trout, employee of 
the Lufkin Foundry, the inventor himself commented that “it was a funny looking, odd thing and that it was subject to ridicule 
and criticism”.   The first pumpjack structure was installed at an oilfield near Hull, Texas. The pump jack has been given so many 
different names over the years. donkey, nodding donkey, grasshopper, horsehead, thirsty bird,  rocking horse, Big Texan, oil 
horse, dinosaur, pumping unit and oil bird. No matter the name, I love to see a field full of pumpjacks and their relentless 
bobbing motion is indeed a sight to see!  On a lazy summer day, the sound and motion can be almost hypnotic to me. 

We are fortunate to be in such an amazing industry where the possibilities of learning are endless. 

Enjoy your summer and I will leave you with one more Beverly Hillbillies reference…...Y’all come back now, y’here!!  
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NNichole’s Letter 
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Budget & Finance                                     
Chairman:  Diana Walker 
Board Contact: Diana Walker 
Members:  Rena Shaffer, Geneva Wood 
 

Bulletin 
Chairman: Sheila McGaughey 
Board Contact: Diana Walker 
Members: 
 

By-Laws 
Chairman: Doris Sterling 
Board Contact: Barbara Franklin 
Members: Shirley Bridwell 
 

Education 
Chairman: Sheila McGaughey 
Board Contact: Jessica Cain 
Members:  Rena Shaffer 
 

Field Trip 
Chairman: Jordan  Burgess 
Board Contact:  Lauren Martin 
Members:   
 
General Arrangements 
Chairman: Rena Shaffer  
Board Contact:  Rena Shaffer 
Members: Kacie Turner 

2021 Committees 

Golf Tournament 
Chairman: Vickie Young / Casie Mass 
Board Contact:  Casie Mass 
Members: Barbara Franklin, Jordan 
Burgess, Tracy Flynn 
 

Membership 
Chairman: Rena Shaffer 
Board Contact: Rena Shaffer 
Members: Betty Wilson 
 

Program 
Chairman: Casie Mass 
Board Contact: Casie Mass 
Members: Diana Walker 
 

Scrapbook 
Chairman: Sheila McGaughey 
Board Contact:  Lauren Martin 
Members:  
 

Social Media  
Chairman:  Jordan Jackson 
Board Contact:  Jordan Jackson 
Members: Kacie Turner 
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 LETTER 
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CENTRAL REG LETTER 
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MEMBERSHIP MEETNIG 
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Navigating in an Ever Changing Climate 
or How to Learn to Love and Trust the Hydrocarbon 

Chad Cummings—Speaker 
Gunn Oil Company—Geo Tech Intern 

July  21, 2021 

Megan Cummings—Wife of Speaker, Barbara Pappas, Diana 
Walker and Carla Morrow—Guest 

Shirley Bridwell, Doris Sterling, Joann Baker and                  
Barbara Franklin (seated) 

Nichole Harney—2021 President, Chad Cummings—Speaker, 
Sheila McGaughey (Chad’s Favorite Aunt)  

           Coal   *   GeoThermal 

Nichole Harney—2021 President and Jordan Jackson 

 

60% of all electricity is generated by                  

 fossil fuels  

U.S. primary energy consumption by energy source 2020 

Petroleum—39% 

Natural Gas—34% 

Renewable energy—12% 

Coal—10% 

Nuclear electric power—9% 
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TTracy Flynn and Kacie Turner 

Nichole Harney—2021 President and                                       
Chad Cummings—Speaker 

Rena Shaffer and Lauren Martin 

Chad Cummings—Speaker 

Barbara Pappas, Vickie Young and Kacie Turner 

Petroleum 
and Natural 
Gas 

WIND 

SOLAR 

FOSSIL FUELS 

Nuclear 
Energy 

SOLAR
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 AAre you ready for a Seminar? 
Have you ever wondered how a power plant operates?                          

Here is your chance! 
 
Eddie Morrow has generously offered to give us a tour of the CCI Cogeneration plant. He will 
touch on power generation, and answer any questions we may have about the power grid,   
ERCOT and renewables.  

Join us:       Saturday—September 11, 2021—9:00 am (possibly 1 hour tour) 

MMeet:          8:45 a.m. at the old ball field next to Certainteed on Allendale Rd.  We can carpool         
          in if you don’t want to drive on the gravel road. 

Wear:          Bring a hard hat if you have one, if you don’t there will be some available, just not                          
          many. Comfortable clothes and good shoes. For those that want to — will have an 
          opportunity to climb the stairs and see the steam. 

Contact: Sheila McGaughey 940-716-5340 or smcgaughey@sjoc.net to reserve your spot! 

Deadline: September 1, 2021 

 

WICHITA FALLS COGENERATION PLANT 
The Wichita Falls Cogeneration Plant is strategically located in Wichita County,  Texas near the fast-growing 
Dallas/Fort Worth metropolitan area. Wichita Falls is a 77 megawatt electric  power generation facility using 
GE gas combustion turbines with associated heat recovery steam generators and an ABB steam generator.  
Wichita Falls supplies power into the ERCOT 
market during     periods of peak demand and/or 
supply volatility. The facility was awarded with 
the 2014 Certificate of Recognition by the City of 
Wichita Falls, Texas for its   achievements in   
environmental excellence including pollution  
prevention, waste  minimization, and  water           
conservation. 

CCI acquired Wichita Falls in 2012. 
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July 15, 2021 

Petroleum industry shows strength as demand rises 

By Alex Mills 

            Petroleum prices are rising as the economies around the world recover 
from the Covid-19 pandemic and demand has caught up with supply. 

            The Energy Infor
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July 15, 2021 Continued 

 

 

 

 

Alex Mills is the former President of 
the Texas Alliance of Energy          
Producers. 
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July  22,  2021  

U.S. Number 1 producer of petroleum and natural gas 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers. 
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 July 29, 2021  

Natural gas production and exports show growth 

By Alex Mills 
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July 29, 2021  (Continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

Alex Mills is the former President of the Texas Alliance of Energy Producers.  
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Bit by Bit 

Upcoming  dates 
to remember 

 
Membership Mtg 

August 18 
Board  Meeting  

September 7 
 

 

Doris Sterling             8/6 

Betty Wilson               8/8 

 

333333636363636366333333333333333333333333333366666666

2021—2022 

MSU Scholarship Recipients 
Our Education Committee has submitted the following names for our MSU Scholarships: 

Elizabeth C. Elkins 
Morgun W. Mason 
Anugya Shiwakoti 

Wesmond C. Williams 
In an email from Dr. Jonathan D. Price, PhD.: I’m pleased to announce the faculty have resolved on 
four excellent students for the scholarship. As in year’s past, we attempt to honor our top senior or 
juniors with your generous scholarship, so these names reflect the cream of the crop. My sincere 
thanks to you and your wonderful  and supportive organization! 

 

 

C n ra la   a   
In us  Ap e ia i  
L n e ! 
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Celebrating 30 years with         
Texas Alliance Energy Producers! 

JOANN BAKER 
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this  
 
in petroleum history 

AAUGUST 
August 3, 1769—La Brea Asphalt 
(Not Tar) Pits discovered 

The La Brea, “the tar,” pits were          
discovered during a 1769 Spanish      
expedition on the West Coast.  “We        
debated whether this substance, which 
flows melted from underneath the earth, 
could occasion so many earthquakes,” 
noted the expedition’s Franciscan friar in 
this diary. 

The friar, Juan Crespi, was the first     
person to use the term “bitumen” in   
describing these sticky pools in Southern 
California—where crude oil has been seeping from the ground through 
fissures in the coastal plain sediments for more than 40,000 years. 
Native Americans used the substance for centuries to waterproof   
baskets and caulk canoes. 

Although popularly called the tar pits, the pools at Rancho La Brea are 
actually asphalt-not tar, which is a by-product made by the distillation 
of woody materials, such as peat. 

Asphalt is a naturally formed substance comprised of hydrocarbon 
molecules—petroleum. 

 

 

August 10, 1909—Hughes patents Dual-Cone Roller Bit 

“Fishtail” drill bits became obsolete after Howard Hughes Sr. of Houston, Texas, patented the dual
-cone roller bit consisting of two rotating cones.  By pulverizing hard rock, his bit led to faster and 
deeper rotary drilling. 

Historians note that several men were trying to improve bit technologies at the time, but it was 
Hughes and business associate Walter Sharp who made it happen.  Just months before receiving 
the 1909 patent, they established the Sharp-Hughes Tool Company to manufacture the new bit. 

 

CBS 
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www.aoghs.org 

“Instead of scraping the rock, as does the fishtail bit, the Hughes bit, 
with its two conical cutters, took a different engineering approach,’ 
reported the American Society of Mechanical Engineers (ASME), 
which in 2009 designated the invention as an Historic Mechanical 
Engineering Landmark.  “By chipping, crushing, and powdering     
hardrock formations, the Hughes Two-Cone Drill Bit could reach vast 
amounts of oil n reservoirs thousands of feet below the surface,” 
ASME explained.  “This new drilling technology would revolutionize 
the industry.” 

Hughes engineers would invent the modern tri-cone bit in 1933.  
Frank and George Christensen developed the earliest diamond bit in 
1941.  The tungsten carbide tooth came into use in the early 1950s. 

 

 

AAugust 18, 2007—Astrobleme Museum opens in Oklahoma 

Ames, Oklahoma, celebrated the opening of its   
Astrobleme (meteor crater) Museum, designed to 
educate visitors about a meteor impact that led to a 
major oilfield discovery 450 million years later.   
Located about 20 miles southwest of Enid, the 
Ames meteor crater was buried by about 9,000 feet 
of sediment, making it barely visible on the surface. 
Most geologists believed impact craters unlikely 
locations for petroleum. 

Although wells were drilling nearby, no one has   
attempted to reach deep into the hidden, eight-mile
-wide Ames crater in Major County. In 1991,      
Continental Resources drilling deeper than usual 
for the area—about 10,000 feet—and found oil. 

The Ames crater discovery well uncovered what  
became the most prolific of the six oil-producing craters 
found in the United States, producing 17.4 million     
barrels of oil and 79.5 billion cubic feet of natural gas. 

“The Ames Astrobleme is one of the most remarkable 
and studied geological features in the world because of 
its economic significance” explained independent      
producer Lew Ward in 2007.  The potential of drilling in 
impact craters got the attention of oil companies world-
wide.  Continental Resources CEO Harold Hamm funded 
construction of the Ames Astrobleme Museum. 

Editor’s Note: We learned about the Ames Astrobleme 
on a field trip in OKC!  
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Please bring the exact money or check for your meal. 
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Board Meeting 

Membership 
Meeting 

DEADLINE FOR           
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 

 

Doris     
Sterling 

2021 

 Smile —it increases your          
 face  value      ….Do y Parton 

Betty     
Wilson 
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BBoard Meeting 

 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 2 3 4 

 

5 6 7 9 9 10 11 

12 

 

13 14 15 

 

16 17 18 

19 

 

20 
 

21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 

 

28 29 30   

       

Rhonda 
Steinberger 

Membership 
Meeting  

DEADLINE FOR           
MEMBERSHIP 

MEETING 
Board Meeting 

 

Tracy Flynn 

2021 

 

2021  ADDC CONVENTION AND EDUCATIONAL CONFERENCE—NEW ORLEANS, LA 

It’s the friends we meet along the way that 
help us appreciate the journey! 

SEMINAR 

CCI POWER 
PLANT 
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FFront Cover and  Page 16 —Oil pump on a sky background—Pavel Rodimov 
196472801—Summer Drilling—Pavel Rodimov—Dreamstime.com 

Page 11—Solar panel light bulb—File ID 16216719—Alphaspirit—Dreamstime.com 

Page 19—Derrick and Sky—Photo 23955758—Derrick Neonriver – Dreamstime.com 

Page 39-40 —Week in History—www.aoghs.org 


